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FOREWOQORD
By
SRI Dr. K. SATCHIDANANDA MURTHY, M. A,

Professor of Philosophy, M. P. C, College, Baripada,
(Now Head of Philesophy, Andhra University,)

It gave me great pleasure to go through Sri
Bhavaiah Choudary’s book “Deva Rahasyalu.™

The Vedas are essentially spiritual books, sung in
shapsody by mystics in their transportations of joy.
They are neither completely historical nor entirely
factual. Traditionally the Vedas have been interpreted
in three ways down the ages (Trayorthah sarva Vedesu.
The Ri'ualistic (Yajnika) and the Eiymlogical (Nairuk-r
tika) interpretations were the ones generally studied by
western Savants. But, Sri Madhwacharya and his followe
Raghavenira Swami, believe that the Vedas can be
interpreted in a third way and that the supreme and
inner meaning of the Vedis is essentially spiritual and
esoteric. In recent times, the belief that the Vedic
Mantras are supremely spiritual in their import, deri.ed
powerful support from renowned scholars of the stature
of Sri Aurabinio, and T. V. Kapali Sastri. The Hindu
tradition, moreover, holds that the Puranas are but the
amplifiers of Vedic teachings (Vedarthasya Upabrub-
manam). This might be a tall claim in case of many
puranas. But, portions out of some Puranas and sp-ci-
ally the Srimad Bhagzavatam and the Mahabharata try
to bring out what they deem to bé the inner meaning of
the Vedic legends.
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European scholars of the Veda started theorising
upon the raligion, the history and the culture of the
Vedic Aryans at a time when meterials were scanty and
their studies only ankle-deep. The conclusions arrived
at by most European savants are conjectural generali-
zations arrived at by hasty studies of comparative
religion and ¢ mparative mythology. Tolay the excava-
tioas of Mahenjodaro and Harappa; the studies by
experts of the Aztic, the Mexican, the Nordic and
Peruvian cultures; and the modern developments in the
sciences of sociolngy and anthropology provide us with
an abundance of metsrial when we wish to launch upon
a voyage of a critical study of the Vedas.

I do not know if Sri Bhavaiah Choudary was aware
of all this, nor can [ vouch safe that he has basen able

to put all this material to full use even if he was
aware.

Sri Bhavaiah Choudary possesses a lively imagi-
nation and this supplimented by his keen inteliect
enables him to propound hypotheses at once startling
and some times shocking anl he has made so deep a
study of our Puranas and our Vedas, that he marshals
an amazing volley of facts to prove every hypothesis of
his. Sime times I have found it difficult to refute some
of his conclusions, however foreign they may be to our
tradition. I can only say that his theories about the
catur-yuga, the Devatas, the Sapta-Rsi, the Vishau,
the Surya Vamsa, the Brahmas, the Indras, the Rudra,
and the fourteen lokas are ingenuous and deserve to be
carefully studied without prejudice.

We may not agree with all that Bhavaiah Choudary
cays or suggests in his book, But that does not mean
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wa should discard his views ouf-right, simply because
they are novel. The time has come when we should
re-study our religion and our ancient culture and should
purge them of undesirable elements if any and should
resuscitate and revitalize them. Indological studies
is the paramount need of the day. This book, though
small, is an effor: in that direction; and it is to be
appreciated in this context.

I congratulate my friend Sri Bhavaiah Choudary
for having produced this brochure, which is sure to

provoke both orthodox Panditya and modern critical
scholarship.

M. P. C. College,

Baripada, 1—10—48.

Dept. of Philosophy,
} K. S. MURTY.
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