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SRISAILAM IN HISTORY
AND LITERATURE

Legend and history interwoven as they are have made
Srisailam famous as a pilgrim centre not only in Andhra
Pradesh but also through out India. It is the hill abode
of Mallikarjuna and his consort Bhiamaramba. Weeks
before Maha Sivaratri which falls in February every year
and endless stream of devotees wends its way to this
Saivite centre, The temple is of great antiquity and stands
on the top of the hill enclosed by high fort walls on Nalla-
malai plateau in Kurnool district overlooking a deep gorge
through which the river Krishna flows

Gautamiputra Satakarni (117-142 A.D.) the Andhra
Satavahana king referred to a place ““Sri Sthaanam’’ in one
of his inscriptions. Kings of Tkshavaku dynasty who ruled
over parts of Andhra made mention of Nri Parvatham in
Guntur district. Their capital won a name’ as Vijayapuri
~and the noted Buddhist Acharya, Nagarjuna, resided on
the hill and established a university and a laboratory, In
popular parlance Sri Parvatham is known as ‘“‘Nagarjuna-
konda.” 8o Srisailam should not be confused with
Sri Parvatham.

CHEQUERED HISTORY

The kingdom of Srisailam as it was known in those
far-off days has had a long and chequered history across
the stream of centuries. Tt has passed through strange
viccissitudes. Several kings or chieftains vied with one
another to seize the kingdom and hold sway over it. The
fort and other edifices on the hill top are now in ruins only
to tell the sad story of that once mighty kingdom. As the
doet says the cloud-capped towers and the gorgeous palaces

-

W\



\4

have dissolved like the baseless fabric of a dream. Only

they left a poor wreckage to remind visitors of a magni-
ficent past.

According to legend (Skanda Puarana), Chandragupta
(not the Mauryan) had a daughter named Chandravati who
from girlhood developed a deep devotion for Siva and
refused several offers of marriage and dedicated herself to
Siva whom she worshipped with jasmine tlowers. The
name Mallikarjuna derives from this (malli-jasmine,
arjun-white), In the end, Lord Siva acknowledged her
devotion and took her as his consort Chaudravati so
inspired the people around her that sue was given the name
of Bhramaramba. Here legend and histor y clash. All the
fame, the temples of both Mallikarjuna and Bhramaramba
were built during the 6th century A.D., but the actual
worship of the Lord of Srisailam dated as far back as 450

A.D. With the rise and fall of kingdoms the tem ple had
varied forvunes. But the Reddy kings of Kondavidu and
the rulers of Vijayanagar (Hampi) gave muunificent dona-
tions for the renovation and u pkeep of the shrine,

TRILINGA POUNDARY

Apart from being a Saivite centre Srisailam is one of
the boundaries of Trilinga, the others being Draksnaramam
and Kaleswaram. Scholars propounded the theory that
the word Telugu has its root meaning in Trilinga. Sri-
sailam is also known as Sirigiri and copious references in
praise of it are found in books written in Sanskrit, Telugus

Tamil and Kanarese. In English, Srisailam means the
hill of wealth.

According to inscription dated 1313 A D. it is known
as Srikailas, the abode of Siva. The court poet of Pratapa.

rudra, Vidyanatha referred to it in his works, while the
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Saivite poet, Palakuriki Somanatha (14th century) descri-
bed it as Dakshana Kailas in his wellknown work ‘*‘Pandi-
taradhya Charitram.” In Tevaram (devaharam) hymns
it is referred to as Tirupparapuram and staunch Tamil
Saivites like Appar, Sundarar and Sammandar are full of
praise for the place in their hymns. Nannaya, the first
Telugu puet, makes a passing reference to it in his Maha-~
bharats, while Nannechoda in his Kumarasambhavam
describes the attainments of his saint-guru. Jangam
Mallayya, who, it is said spent the evening of his life on the
hill top. Palakuriki Somanatha describes the ordeals of
ghe pilgrims, the songs they sing while climbing the hill and
the scenic beauty of the hill sides in his work Pandita-
radhya Charitram. Pingali Suranna in his Prabhavathi
Pradyumnam says that his younger brother offered obla-
tions to his ancestors in memory of his father at all holy
places, including Srisailam.

WEALTH OF DRUGS

In Kasikhandam, Srinadha, the celebrated Telugu pret,
goes into ecstasy over Srisailam which, he says is the
repository of valuable drugs and is the sacred abode ef
Jyotirlinga Mallikarjuna Mahadev., Again, in Palpatl
Veera Charitra the same poet describes the visit of Brahma
Naidu to Srisailam and seizes the occasion to refer to the
sweet-scented and multi-coloured flowers that adorn the
hill sides. A staunch Saivite, he made a pilgrimage to
the place and wrote his Sivaratri Mahatmyam. The place
was dear alike to South Indian scholars as well as to
westerners, who on visiting it were struck with awe and
wonder. For instance, Col. Colin Mekenzie after a trip
gave a detailed and graphic description of the temple and
the elaborate sculptured narratives from the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata. He says: ‘““All these figures are
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accurately designed. It is remarkable that geveral figures
are represented galioping off as in ficht. Figures seem %o
have entirely dropped the bridle, both hands being occupied
by the bew Some of them are seen advancing at full
speed and drawing the bow at the same time.” Another
foreign visitor, Capt. Nelsom, wrote that lae, honey,
ramarind, gum and shikaya were available in plenty. He
enumerated nearly 106 drugs found in the forest. They
welude the life-giving drug “Sanjivi Karani” and a drug
wseful for practising alchemy

SANKARA AND SIVAJI

It is worth recalling here two interesting anecdoteg
which are narrated in detail in the book. They relate to
Adi Sankara and Sivaji The former made a fairly long
sojourn at Srisailam and performed ‘“‘tapas.” Once, as
Sankara was in deep meditation the leader of Kapalika
sect. which believed in human sacrifice, expressed a desire
to cut off the Acharya’s head, to propitiate his deity.
gankara waived his objection, but then he said he did nog
know how his disciples would react. Saying that he could
ward off opposition the Kapalika raised his sword. The
blow was about to descend on the Acharya’s neck but
just then Bankara’s disciple and bodyguard Padmapada
«cented danger and came on the scene chanting ‘Nrisimha
Mantra.” Nrisimhaswamy immediately revealed himself
and tore the Kapalika to pieces and saved Sankara’s life,

The other incident refers to Sivaji’s attempt to end
his life in the presence of Mallikarjuna Overcome by deep
spiritual emotion the Maratha ruler drew his sword to kill
himself but Goddess Bhavani appeared in a vision warning
him not to do so and reminded bim of his mission in life —
maintenance of Hindu Dharma. Another version is that
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Raghunath Hanumanthe, his chief minister. just in the
nick of time persuaded him to give up his attempt as, be
said, he had still to play the role of champion of Hindu

religion and dharma.
READABLE NARRATIVE

The author has culled tit-bits of information from
various sources and succeeded in weaving it into a readable
historical narrative. It contains a mine of information
about the noted pilgrim centre and its picturesque enviro-
nment. Till a few years ago the place was almost inaccess~
ible what with wild animals and difficulties of ascent
Newadays there is a regular bus service to Srisailam which
is a boon to the Saivites and ether visitors who have faith
in Mallikarjuna and Bhramaramba. By the way the author
was felicitated for his historical research by the Andhra
Pradesh Government a couple of years ago with a purse

and two shawls.
D.S. M.

The Indian Express-
Sunday Standard D. 1—9—768

(Review on the author’s book,
‘Charitraka Srisailam’ in Telugu.)



9
PROCEEDINGS OF THE DIRECTOR OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, A. P.
HYDERABAD - 22 ‘
L. Dis. No. 700 V2/68 A Dated 23-6-1968

Sub :- Books and Publications-The Book entitled “‘Bhara-
teeya Sanskruti’’ by Sri Kodali Lakshminarayana

Commendation = Orders issued.
Read: 1, Director’s proceedings 700 V2/68 dated

31—6—1968
9. Letter dated 6-5-1968 from Sri Kodali Lakshmi-
narayana addressed to the D.#P.l., A. P,

Hyderabad.

The following book is commended for use in all
College and School libraries in the State.

Sl. 0 {0 2o Medium of .

No. Publication Instruction Price per copy
1. Bharateeya Samskruti ‘
in Telugu by Sri Kodali  Telugu Rs. 2/-

Lakshminarayana

Copies can be had from Eri Kodali Lakshminarayana
proprietor, Ithihasa Parisodhaka Mala, Moparru, Tenah

Taluq, Guntur District.

The under mentioned officers are requested to com-
municate the same to all the schocls in their respective

Jurisdiction.,
K. LAKSHMANA SASTRY,

For Direetor of Public Instruction
(Forwarded by order)

(Sd) A. RAMARADO,
Superiniendent.
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L. Dis. E4-7442/68 d/ 11 —6—68 Zilla Parishad Office
Guntur

Copy communieated to all the Headmasters of Zilla

Parishad Schools in the District. They are requested to
purchase the book wnder refererce from the author from

library fee fund.
(Sd) N. V. NARASIMHAM,

For Seeretary

(t.ce b 0.)

(Sd) A. KRISHNARAO,
Superintendent.
Te

All the Headmasters of Z.P. Seecondary, Higher Secondary,
Multipurpese and High Schools in the district.

Copy to Sri Kodali Lakshminarayana, Moparru, Tenali
Taluk. (True copy)
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