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RAMAMOHAN'S LETTER

TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

(“We find that the Govt. are establishing a Sanskrit
school under Hindu Pandits to impact such knowledge as is
already current in India. This seminary can only be
expected to load the mind of youth with Grammatical
niceties and metaphysical distinctions >f little or no practical
use to their possessors or to society. The pupils will there
acquire what was known 2000 years ago, with the addition
of vain and empty subtelities since then produced by
speculative men such as is already commonly taught in all
parts of India. The Sanskrit language was so difficult that
almost a life time was required for its acquisition, — the
learning concealed under this almost impervious veil, is far
from sufficient to reward the labour of acquiring it. If it
was necessary to perpetuate the language, it would be better
to sudsidise Pandits who existed in all parts of the country
with premiums and allowances than to establish a new
Sanskrit college. — Nor will youths be fitted to be better
members of society by the Vedantic doctrines which teach
them to believe that all visible things have no real existence,
that as father, brother etc. have no actual eatity, they
consequently deserve no real affection, and therefore the
sooner we escape from them and leave the world, the better.-
The Sanskrit system of education would be the best calcula-
ted to keep the country in darkness, if such had been the
policy of the British legislature.””—To enrich our languages,
it 1s necessary to study English and acquire greater
knowledge.—But as the improvement of the native popula-
tion 1s the object of the Govt. it will consequently promote
a moral liberal and enlightened system of instruction,
embracing Mathematics, Natural philosophy, chemistry,
anatomy, with other useful sciences which may be accomp-
lished with the sums Proposed, by employiig afew gentle-
men of talents and learning, educated in Europe and provid-
ing a college, furnished with necessary books, instruments
and other apparatus. — ‘Teaching 'of science would help
to abolish certain social evils in the Hindu system.”



FAMOUS SPEECH OF MACAULAY

“I have no knowledge of either Sanskrit or Arabic.
But I have never found one (among the orientalists) who
could deny that a single shelf of a good European library
was worth the whole native literature of India and Arabia.
I certainly never met with any orientalists who ventured to
maintain that the Arabic and Sanskrit poetry could be
compared to that of the great European nations. And
when we Pass from works of imagination to works in which
facts are recorded and general principles investigated,

the superiority of the European becomes absolutely
immmeasurable.”

It 1s confessed that a language is barren of useful
knowledge. We are to teach it because it is fruitful of
monstrous superstitions. We are to teach false history,
false astronomy, false medicine, because we find them in
company with a false religion.” English was better worth
knowing than Sanskrit or Arabic. Russia within a 120 years
had emerged from the ignorance and barbarism in which it
was sunk to take its place among civilized communities.”

“How stands the case ? We have to educate a people
who cannot at present be educated by-means of their mother-
tongue. We must teach them some foreign language. The
claims of our own language it is hardly necessary to re-
capitulate. It stands pre-eminent even among the languages
of the West. It abounds with works of imagination not
inferior to the noblest which Greece has bequeathed to us:
with models of every species of eloquence; with historical
compositions, which, considered merely as narratives, have
seldom been surpassed, and which, considered as vehicles of
ethical and political instruction, have never been equalled :
with just and lively representations of human life and human
nature ;;with th e most profound speculations on metaphysics,
“-morals, government, jurisprudence, and trade: with full and
correct information respecting every experimental science
which tends to preserve the health, to increase the comfort,
or to expand the intellect of man. Whoever knows that

~/



language has ready access to all the vast intellectual wealth
which all the wisest nations of the earth have created and
hoarded in the course of ninety generations. It may safely
be said that the literature now extant in that language is of
far greater value than all the literature which three hundred
years ago was extant in all the languages of the world to-
oether. Nor is this all. In India, English is the language
spoken by the ruling class. It is spoken by the higher class
of natives at the seats of government. It is likely to become
the language of commerce throughout the seas of the East.
It is the language of two great European communities which
are rising, the one in the south of Africa, the other in
Australasia ; communities which are every year becoming
more important, and more closely connected with our Indian
Empire. Whether we look at the intrinsic value of our litera-
ture or at the particular situation of this country, we shall
see the strongest reason to think that, of all foreign tongues,
the English tongue is that which would be the most useful
to our native subjects.

“The question now before us is simply whether, when
it 1s 1n our power to teach this language, we shall teach
languages in which, by universal confession, there are no
becoks on any subject which deserve to be compared to our
own; whether, when we can teach European science, we shall
teach systems which, by universal confession, whenever they
differ from those of Europe, differ for the worse; and
whether, when we can patronise sound philosophy and true
history, we shall countenance, at the public expense, medical
doctrines, which would disgrace an English farrier — astro-
nomy, which would move laughter in the girls at an English
boarding-school—history, abounding with kings thirty feet
high, and reigns thirty thousand years long—and geography
made up of seas of treacle and seas of butter,

5
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“We are not without experience to guide us. History
furnishes several analogous cases, and they all teach the
same lessen. There are in modern times, to go no further,
two memorable instances of a great impulse given to the

mind of a whole society — of prejudice overthrown — of
knowledge diffused—of taste purified—of arts and sciences

planted in countries which had recently been ignorant and
barbarous. .

““The first instance to which I refer is the great revival
of letters among the western nations at the close of the
fifteenth and the beginning of the sixteenth century. At
that time almost everything that was worth reading was
contained in the writings of the ancient Greeks and Romans.
Had our ancestors acted as the Committee of Public Instruc-
tion has hitherto acted: had they neglected the language of
Cicero and Tacitus; had they confined their attention to the
old dialects of our own island; had they printed nothing,
and taught nothing at the universities, but chronicles in
Anglo-Saxon, and romances in Norman French, would
England have been what she now is? What the Greek and
Latin were to the contemporaries of More and Ascham, our
tongue 1s to the people of India. The literature of England
is now more valuable than that of classical antiquity. I
doubt-whether the Sanscrit literature be as valuable as that
of our Saxon and Norman progenitors. In some depart-

ments — 1n history, for example — I am certain that it is
much less so.

“Another instance may be said to be still before our eyes.
Within the last hundred and twenty years a nation which
had previously been in a state as barbarous as that in which
our ancestors were before the Crusades, has gradually emer-

ged from the ignorance in which it was sunk, and has taken
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its place among civilised communities. I speak of Russia.
There is now in that country a large educated class, aboun-
ding with persons fit to serve the state in the highest functi-
ons, and in no wise inferior to the most accomplished men
who adorn the best circles of Paris and London. There is
reason to hope that this vast Empire, which in the time of
our grandfathers was probably behind the Punjab, may,
in the time of our grandchildren, be pressing close on France
and Britain in the career of improvement. And how was
this change effected ? Not by flattering national prejudices:
not by feeding the mind of the young Muscovite with the
old woman’s stories which his rude fathers had believed:;
not by filling his head with lying legends about St. Nicholas:
not by encouraging him to study the great question, whether
the world was or was not created on the 13th of September;
not by calling him ‘a learned native,” when he has mastered
all these points of knowledge; but by teaching him those
foreign languages in which the greatest mass of information
had been laid up, and thus putting all that information
within his reach. The languages of western Europe civilised

Russia. I cannot dyubt that they will do for the 'Hindoo
what they have done for the Tartar.”’—

‘It may be that the public mind of India may expand
under our system till it has outgrown that system; that by
good Government we may educate our subjects intg a capa-
city for better government; that, having become instruct-
ed in European knowledge, they may, in some future age,
demand European institutions. Whether such a day will
ever come 1 know not. But never wi!l I attempt to avert

or to retard it. Whenever it comes, it will be theproudest
day in English history.’

*



Bharat Sevek Samaj National Head Quarters

President : NEW DELHI,
JAWAHARILAL NEHRU Oct 24, 1952
Dear friend,

I thank you for your letter dated 14th October, 1952,
addressed to Shri Jawaharilal Nehru.

I am happy to note that you have a genius for writing

work. We shall certainly contact you as and when we
need ycur services. In the meanwhile you can forward

your articles on Community projects etc. to this office,
if you so desire.

Shri Yours in service
K. L. NARAYANA B.4., (Sd) N.L. VARMA
MOPARRU Adrmmsrratzon Sec: etary.

On the !ecefpf of ‘Nehruism Inte: p: eted’
HOUSE OF COMMONS,

LONDON S. W. 1

24th October, 1931

Dear MR. NARAYANA,
I am writing on behalf of Mr. Churchill to acknow-

ledge the two copies of your book which you sent him.

YOURS SINCERELY,
[Sd). s cxvessbntrena

Hon. Secretary

2. WILTON, CRESCENT.
LONDON, S. W. 1.

25th October, 1951

Dear MR. NARAYANA,
Thank you for sending my wife and myself -a copy
of “Nehruism Interpreted’ which we are very glad to have.

YOURS SINCERELY;
TRY7) WO

Mountbatten of Burma.
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