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PREFACE

The Saraswathi Mahal Library in Tanjore represents
the synthesis of the three different cultural influences, the
Tamilian Cholas, who ruled till the middle of the 13th
century, the Telugu Nayaks who ruled till the middle of the
17th century and the Maharashtra Kings who ruled till the
middle ef the 19th century. This great cultural fusion was
finally enriched still further by the impact of influences from
the West, and of the’:Eaat India Company. The contribution of
Telugu Nayak nga of Tanjore to what may be called
the Tanjore school of Telugu literature, is tremendous and
still remains to be fully assessed by the world of Telugu
scholarship. Many of the Nayak Kings were themselves
remarkable writers and it was but mnatural that they
encouraged talented authors and also enriched their archives
with rare Telugu works of their times. This 1s part of the
explanation for the remarkable collection in the Telugu
section of $he Baraswathi Mahal, the other part consisting in the
fact that Telugu continued to hold an honoured place under
the Maharashtra Kings of Tanjore, some of whom like Raja
Shahaji were reputed Telugu scholars and made frequent

additions to the Telugu collection,

The following are some of the important Telugu works
which we are publishing in a series.

1, Ramayanamu by KATTA VARADARAJU,
9. Taladasapranapradeepika by GOVINDA KAVI.

3.  Andhra Kamandakamu by ZAKKARAJU VENEKATA
KAVI



4. Ragunathanayakaabhyudayamu by VIJAYARA.
GHAVA NAYAKA.

5. Rajagopalavilasamu by KALAYA,
6, Kusalavopakhyanamu by RAMANARYA,
7. Dwipada Bhagavatamu (10th 8kandha by) MADIKI

SINGANARYA.,

8. Vipranarayanacharita by VIJAYARAGHAVA NA._
YAKA.

9. Ragunathaabhyudayamu by VIJAYARAGHAVA
NAYAKA,

Mairavanacharita, published in the following pages,
was selected for publication mainly for its remarkable popular
appeal. It is a folksong about Rama and Lakshmana being
carried away at the instance of Ravana by Mairavana from
Lanka to Patala Lianka, and their final rescue by Hanuman.
We see from another text of the work available in the
Madras Government Oriental Manscripts Library, that
- KACHANA is the author of this work. He calls himself
a master ol the Dwipada metre. His father is stated to be
MALLADI AYYALANNA and his mother LAKKAMAMBA.
His place of residence is mentioned as CHELALURU in the
northern parts of Srigiri, which can be indgntified with
Tirupati, The author has dedicated his work to CHENNA.
KRISHNA, the patron deity of his place.

The whole story is told in simple and homely couplets.
Our Pandits Bri A. Mahadeva Sastri and Sri V. Sundara
Sarma, who are both able Telugu scholars, have edited the
work with critical notes and have also contributed an introduc.
tion which, we hope will be fcund valuable. They have
removed scriptoral errors in the manuscripts as far as they
could, except where they felt that correction would be of
doubtful advantage, We hope that the Telugu speaking
public will welcome this work as a valuable recorded version

rﬁ.
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of a well.Lknown story, which holds our attention as much
a8 the oriental epics.

We are grateful to the Government of Madras for the
timely financial assistance given to us to preserve and bring
to light the remarkable treaures in the Saraswati Mahal.
We are especially grateful to our Premier Sri P. S. Kumara.
swami Raja and our Education Minister Sri K. Madhava
Menon for the keen interest they evince in our Library.

Tsnjore,g S. GOPALAN,
1950.

Heonorary Secretary.
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