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FOREWORD

Current politics becomes the history of tomorrow.
The present, with all its splendour, moves on into the
dim past, leaving its foot-prints in strange ways and in
odd places. It is the task of scholars to explore them,
excavate them, and piece together the fragments of
information into a story which is called History. In the
narration of this story, scholars have to draw a good
deal of inferences, fill many a lacuna with their own
ingenuity, and present it to the public for scrutiny or
for comments. The study of history is really very
fascinating. In olden days, there were no gazetteers,
newspapers or chronicles or diaries to give us factual
information of what obtained. Therefore, the scholars
have to adopt very ingenious methods to know the
truth of events that happened long ago. The authenticity
of the fragmentary evidence, which may have been based

on ignorance or hearsay information, has to be ascer-
4 tained. It i1s not an easy task to sift the evidence
available, and have a glimpse of what had happened.

The Vijayanagara period is the golden period of
the South Indians in general, and of the Telugus in
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particular., Tt is full of far reaching events of great
historical and cultural importance. Many an eminent
literary celebrity thrived, and learning greatly flourished,
during that period. Some of the Telugu masterpieces,
which are studied with great reverence by the Telugus,
belong to that period. Sri Krishnadevaraya, the central
ficure of the period, was a catalyst, and inspired many
scholars into creative writing, Apaft from the victories
he won, and the ameliorative work, like irrigation
tanks, he had launched, he gave equal importance to
cultural and literary activities and greatly promoted
them. The Kannada, the Telugu, the Tamil and the
Sanskrit scholars thronged to his Durbar, and he used
to revel in his Bhuvanavijaya atmosphere of poetry,
music and dance. The western districts of Andhra are
known after his name (as Rayalasima), proclaiming to
the world, their debt of gratitude, for all that he did for
the people.

The Marichi Parinayamu, in its entirety, is yet
to see the light of the day. Whether the entire book 1s
available or not is also in doubt, Only 103 poems are
now available; but, they do give us an inkling of the
author’s erudition and felicity of expression. The author

is @ daughter of Krishnadgvaraya, named Tirumalamba
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alias Mohanangi. I am sure that when the entire work
becomes available, the literary critics will give it, its due
place in literature. The poems that are now available
reveal a good deal of information regarding Krishna-
devaraya and his contemporary period. Scholars are
still battling with regard to many events and incidents
of that period, to arrive at their exact historicity. The
historical evidence available in these poems throws new
light on various matters under dispute.

Dr. C. V. Ramachandra Rao has specialised in
Vijayanagara period. He obtained his doctorate for
his thesis on the Gajapatis, whose political history is
closely entwined with that of the Rayas. He has delved
deep into the evidence g'iven in these poems and drawn
certain conclusions. The date of birth of Krishnaraya
is still under dispute, and according to Dr. Rao, it is
Salivahana Saka 1393 (17th January, 1471 A.D.).
Since the date is given by the daughter of the king with
all astronomical details, it cannot be disputed, unless
somebody has the audacity to say that the poem is an
interpolation. Dr. Rao has enlisted on the cover the
topics he has brought under discussion, and that still
exercise the minds of the scholars of Vijayanagara
history. As Le puts it 1n his preface (p. xLiv), the work,
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““while it certainly raises certain new problems, at the
same time it furnishes us with further evidence of
certain historical facts of Vijayanagar history, discussed
and accepted by scholars”; and ‘its historical value is
something that cannot be easily rejected”.

I greatly enjoyed both the introduction of Dr. Rao
and the poems by Mohanangi. [ have no hesitation in
complimenting him on his devotion to his work, and the
pains he has taken in unravelling the historical informa-
tion, through this fragmentary book available. I wish
Dr. Rao, every success in this first attempt of his and
any other work he undertakes in the future. I am

grateful to him for the privilege given to me for penning
these few lines.

6th March, 1973, Ex-Governor, U.P.,

‘Sudarsana Mahal’, President, Andhra Pradesh
NELLORE, Sahitya Akademi,
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INTRODUCTION

The prefatory verses of Mohanangi's Mgrici
parinaya, 99 in number (this number includes 3 vacanas
or prose-interludes), together with 2 verses and 2 prose
passages at the beginning of the fourth canto of the
work, were published by Sri Setti Lakshminarasimham
in the Samadarsni Annual for the cyclic year S'uklq
(A. D. 1929-1930). These verses speak at length of
some biographical details of the authoress Mohananei,
and of Krsnadévaraya, the father of Mohanangi, to
whom the work was dedicated. So far as the rest of
the work is concerned, Mr. Setti Lakshminarasimham
did not publish the verses of which it was made of : he
had published, in prose and in his own words, only a
gist of the story in each of the six cantos of the work.
It 1s plausible that the manuscript of the work which he
obtained did not contain these verses; or, if these
verses were there, he might have thought of publishing
the prefatory verses at first because of their historical
importance and reserved the publication of the rest of

the text for a future date, The latter proposition appears
more plausible, because Mr, Lakshminarasimham had
published along with the prefatory verses, 2 verses and
2 prose passages at the beginning of the fourth canto,

=
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ii Mariciparinayami

noting their historical importance. But it 1s unfortunate
that Mr. Lakshminarasimham, even if the rest of the
text was with him, did not subsequently publish it. In
the Samadarsini (1929-1930), where he had published
these verses, he did not furnish us with any information
regarding the provenance and the condition of the
manuscript of the work that was with him. Subsequent
to him, any efforts made by historians and littérateurs
to obtain the manuscript in full and publish it are not
in evidence. Not only such efforts are not in evidence,
but also, even the prefatory verses that were published,
and which were of great importance for the history of
Vijayanagar and for the history of Telugu literature,

were not subjected to a critical discussion to ascertain
the truth of the facts mentioned in them.' Even if the
work that goes after the name of Mohanangi is consi-
dered spurious, no historian or littérateur has so far
taken it upon him to prove so. After their publication
in the Samadarsini (1929-1930) it was only 1n 1970,
that Sri Konduru Viraraghavacharyulu undertook a
brief literary and historical discussion of the facts men-
tioned in these verses, in the Bhgrati for April 1970.
Curiously enough no reference to this work is made in
the numerous historical essays and treatises of the late
Sri Mallampalli Somasekhara Sarma, the doyen of
Andhra historians, and of Sri Nelaturu Venkataramana-
yya, one of the foremost authorities on the history of
the Vijayanagar empire. Even if the work is considered
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spurious and as foisted by some one on Mohanangi, is
it not the responsibility of scholars to bring it under
discussion and establish the genuiness or otherwise of
the work ? Like the scholars of history, the scholars
of Telugu literature have also ignored this work in their
accounts of Telugu literature, It 1s strange and regret-
ful, that even two of the latest historians of Telugu
literature, Sri Chaganti Seshiah and Sri Arudra, known
for their critical and historical approach, in their histories
of Telugu literature, the Andhra Kavi Tarangini and the
Samagra Andhra Sghityam, respectively, have failed so
‘as to make even a casual discussion of this important
work. Both these scholars, in their discussion of the
poet Seénkusala Nrsimhakavi, mention the name of
Mohanangi, as a daughter of Krsnadcvaraya.”? But
whereas Sri Chaganti Seshaiah does not even recognise
the existence of a Telugu poetical work called the
Mgriciparinaya, St1 Arudra, in a short paragraph referr-
ing to the Sanskrt works produced during the times of
the Saluvas and the Tuluvas (the malirgyaln), makes a
very casual mention of it, implicitly, as a Sanskrt work
produced by Mohan: ngi.’

After going through the article of Sri Konduru
Viraraghavacharyulu, “Mohanangi : Mariciparinayamu™,
in the Bhgrati for April 1970, I realised the importance
of these prefatory verses, which we have with us today
thanks to the efforts of Sr1 Setti Lakshminarasimham,



v Miriciparinayamu

for students of Vijayanagar history and Telugu literature.
And immediately, I resolved in my mind that, un-
daunted by the financial difficulties involved in the
publication of a work at the present time, these verses
should be published in a book form, for the convenience
of the students of literature and history. Taking advan-
tage of my acquaintance with the history of Vijayanagar,

- I have furnished the following introduction by way of a
discussion of some of the problems in Vijayanagar

history and Telugu literature, raised by these verses.

I, Daughters of Krspadivargya; Did Krspadivargya

have a daughter named Mchanngt ?

Answer i1s furnished to the question propounded
above by verse 36 of the text. In this verse Mohanangi
says that she was the daughter of Kresnadcvaraya by
his queen Tirumalamba, that she was originally named
Tirumalamba, but as that happened to be the name of
his wife also, her father Kresnadévaraya chose to call
her by an alias and pet name, Mohanangi. Verses Nos.
91 and 92 inform us that Tirumalamba and Annapurna
were the chief queens of Krsnadcvaraya, and that

Tirumalamba begat Mohanangi alias Tirumalgmba and
Annapurna begat Ve~ galamba. In verses 12, 13 and
14, Mohanangi lets us know that her husband was
Aliya Ramaraja and describes his prowess and perso-

4




Introduction v

nality. It may be mentioned here that Vengcalamba
became the wife of Tirumalaraya, a brother of Aliya
Ramaraja, to whom was dedicated the Vasucaritra of
Ramarajabhisana.* After the debacle of Tallikota
(A.D. 1565), Tirumalaraya made sincere efforts to
rehabilitate the city of Vijayanagar and resuscitate the
glory of the Vijayanagar empire. But his efforts were
in vain. Thus both Ramaraya and his brother Tiru-
malaraya, the first de jure ruler of the Aravidu dynasty
on the throne of Vijayanagar, were the sons-in-law of
Krenadcvaraya. Chaganti Seshaiah in his Andhra Kavi
Tarangini does not mention Vengalamba among the
daughters of Krsnaraya, but speaks of another
Krsnamba as a daughter of Krenaraya. He says that
this Krenamba was the wife of Matla Varadaraju, who
was a great grandson of Bommaraju, a grandson of
Somaraju, and a son of Potaraju. PRut he has not
mentioned the source for his statement.’

On the basis of the above discussion let us tenta-
tively agree that the Mariciparinava is the work of
Mohanangi, alias Tirumalamba, a daughter of Krena-
deévaraya.

2. The Authorship of Mariciparinava and the date of its
composition., The acquaintance of Telugus with the

Mariciparinaya,
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Before we take up a discussion of the other facts
of history mentioned in the prefatory verses of the
Mariciparinaya, let us try to answer the queries, whether
Mohanangi was really the authoress of this work? If
so, what was the date of its composition? Or, did
someone else write this work and foist it on Mohanangi?
If so, who was its real author and when he could have
composed it? On the basis of the evidence available
so far, we shall try to answer these queries.

Sri Konduru Viraraghavacharyulu in his article
“Mohanangi : Mgriciparinayamu’, in the Bhgrati for
April 1970, states that the Telugu people had no know-
ledge of this work till recently, implying that its existence
was not known to them till 1929, when Sri1 Setti
Lakshminarasimham discovered it and published it in
the Samadarsini. But he is not correct in his surmise.
There is authentic evidence to show that some 150 years

ago the Telugus were well acquainted with this work.
In 1829, Cavelly Venkata Ramaswami, published from
Bombay, an English work entitled Biographical Sketches
of Dekkan Poets. In this work he had furnished us with
the material that he could gather by his time regarding
the lives of 37 Sanskrt poete, 46 Telugu poets, 13 Tamil
poets and 13 Maharastra poets. It is said on the title
page of the work that he collected this material on the
basis of authentic documents, The titie page runs thus;
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“Biographical Sketches of the Dekkan Poets being

memoirs of the Lives of Several Eminent Bards both
Ancient and Modern who have flourished in different

provinces of the Indian Peninsula., Compiled from Aut-
hentic Documents. By Cavelly Venkata Ramaswamy

Pundit, Corresponding Member to the Royal Asiatic
Socigty, Bombay.”

Further, in the preface of his work Ramaswami, explain-

ing how he secured the material for writing this work,
says:

“The materials to compile the present Biographical
Sketches were collected by me while I followed in an
official capacity through different Provinces my master
Colonel Collin Mackenzie C. B. Surveyor General of
India;”” (Preface, p. ix)

From this statement, we understand that Rama-
swami collected his information based on authentic
documents during the tour of the provinces in an official
capacity along with Col. Mackenzie,

Mohanangi is one of the Telugu poets mentioned
by Ramaswami in his work, published in 1829. Of

Mohanangi, Ramaswami writes :

““ This poetess was a princess, and the daughter
of Kristna Roya, she received an excellent education in
her infancy and was well versed in rhetoric and poetry;
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while in the bloom of youth she married Ramaroyulu,
after which she still continued her studies, and employed
much of her time in reading those works, in Talugu
composed by the poets at her fathers court; by constant
application she attained to considerablc proficiency, in
the art of versification, and wrote a poem entitled
“Marichi Parinaya” the subject of which is taken from
Mahabharat; 1in this poem very elegant description 1is
given, of the Marichi damsels, the work consists of five
books; this Princess had no issues and became unfortu-
nately a widow ; in the prime of life (according to
tradition) she was immolated on the funeral pile of her
husband ” (Dekkan Poets, pp. 77-78)

Also speaking of the satirical character of Tenali Rama-
linga, the author of the Pgnduranga Mghgtmya, and
one of the cardinal poets (asia diggajas) in the court of
Krsnadevaraya, Ramaswami had again occasion to
mention Mohanangi and her work the Mgriciparinaya
and writes :

“.ieeeee 5 some time after this, the daughter of the
king had composed a poem called, ‘“Marichi Parnega’
the nuptials of Marichi; and proposed to read it to
Kristna Deva, before the whole court, but as she was
aware of the satirical character of Ramalinga, she
stipulated with her father that he should not be allowed
to be present; the king consequently forbad Ramalinga
to come into court; on the day however, that the

4
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princess publickly read her poem, Ramalinga disguised
himself as a female attendant, and, concealing his face,
stood close to the kings daughter, who began reading
with an audible voice ; the poem really was very well
written and contained moral reflection, and beautiful
descriptions of the scenery, and dresses of females, and
various other subjects; among which was the description
of a pregnant woman ; just at this moment Ramalinga
made a waggish remark and gesture, which set the who.€
court in a roar of laughter; this so abashed and con-
founded the princess, that she could read no more, and
abruptly left her father;” (Dekkan Poets, pp. 56-57)

From these passages, we have to surmise that
either Ramaswami or his informant had an intimate
knowledge of the text of the Mariciparinaya which was
of five cantos, and that it consisted of didactic verses,
and verses describing nature and men and women and
their sartorial fashions; and it also contained the
description of pregnant woman which became the
object of ridicule for Tenali Ramalinga. Thus there is
positive evidence to assert that nearly 150 years ago,
Mohanangi’s Mariciparinaya was a classic well known
among the Telugu people. Therefore, it cannot be
assumed that either Sri Setty Lakshminarasimham who
published the prefatory verses in 1929, or some one

within these 150 years produced the work and foisted it

on Mohanangi. Any such palming off, if at all it had
2



X Mariclparinayamil

occured, should have occured 150 years ago. From
the evidence available at present, we cannot ascertain
who foisted this upon Mohanangi. If Mohanangi is not
the real author of the work, it may become possible to
ascertain the real author of the work, from the internal
evidence furnished by it, as and when, scholars succeed in
procuring the manuscript of the work in its entirety; until
then, perforce, we have to accept it as the work of
Mohananzi. At this point it may be asked, first of all,
what are the grounds for doubting the authorship of
this work? The doubt arises because in the prefatory
verses of the work certain details regarding the family

and life of Krsnadévaraya are furnished ; and these
details go against certain details of Vijayanagara history,
which for sixty years have been accepted as ultimate
truths. If it comes to pass, on the basis of unimpeacha-
ble evidence, that Mchanangi is the real author of the
Mgriciparinaya, not only these details have to be
altered, but we have to rewrite Vijayanagar history
itself to an extent, in the light of facts furnished by the
Mariciparinaya. Even otherwise, putting the age of
the Mariciparinaya at two hundred years (by adding
fifty years to the period of 150 years, by which time it
was already well known), its value as a source of
Vijayanagar history and for the history of Telugu litera-
ture will not be a whit less than those of the Rzyavzcaka
and the Krsparayavijaya which today are accepted as
reliable sources for the study of Vijayanagar history :®
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if the anachronistic absurdities in each of these texts are
taken into account, then we may confidently say, that

the Mariciparinaya, comparitively has less of these, and
thus gains in value as a source of history; more over,

the so called anachronisms of the Mgriciparinayva are
yet to be proved as such., The Mgriciparinaya furnishes
further evidence for certain well established facts of
Vijayanagara history; and certain statements of it, so
far strange to history, have yet to be weighed in the
balance of truth, before they are rejected as figments of
imagination of the author of the work.

An effort 1s made here to assess the historical truth
of the statements found in these prefatory verses in the
light of scholarship on Vijayanagara history that is

available to us so far. Some of these statements,
having been subjected to historical investigation, have

been now accepted as axiomatic truths, and incorporated
as such in treatises on Vijayanagara history, are no
more the subjects of any controversy. In the present
discussion, we shall dwell only on such topics and

statements which still are matters of controversy among
scholars.

3. If Mcohangngt is not the author of the Mgriciparinaya,
who could have mmpased i1t and when ?

If the Mariciparinaya was not wriiten by Mcoha-
naigi during the time of Krsnadcvaraya, then it is
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likely that it was composed by some one during or after
the times of Sadasivaraya (A.D. 1542=1576). The
author or authoress of the work mentions at the
commencement of the fourth canto, that after three
cantos of the work were completed, Krsnadeévraya’s
long-wished for desire for a male issue was fulfilled and
his chief queen Tirumalamba gave birth to a son named
Sadasiva. The first verse of the fourth canto addresses
Krsnadcvaraya as one “who is blessed with a son hand-

some like the god of Love” (S'ri Sumasara samarapavilg-
savibhgsura suputralgbhapriapta). The evidence of Nuniz,
together with that furnished by inscriptions, points out
that Krenadovaraya had a son by name Tirumalaraya
by his wife Tirumalamba, and that the Raya, ‘““perceiv-
ing that he was already advanced in years, desiring to
rest in his old age and wishing his son to become King
when he died, he determined to make him King during
his life-time, the boy being six years old and the King
not knowing what would happen after his death.
Wherefore he abdicated his throne and also his power
and name, and gave it all to his son, and himself
became his minister........ With these changes the King
made great festivals which lasted eight months, during
which time the son of the King fell sick of a disease of
which he died.”” But, so far, we have no evidence that
Krsnadeévaraya had a son by name Sadzwivaraya.
But we are told that ““Before the death of K..ig Crisnarao
from his disease as has been recounted, being sick and

4
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already despairing of his life, he made a will, saying
that of his three brothers whom, at the time when they
raised him to be King, he had sent to be confined in the
fortress of Chamdegary with his nephew, son of Busbzal-
rao, they should make King his brother Achetrao who
now reigns; for the latter seemed to him to be better
fitted for that than any of the others, for the reason
that he himself had no son of fit age for the throne,
but only of the age of eighteen months.”® Thus
Krsnadévaraya had two sons, of whom the eldest
died during his life time, in C.A D. 1524 or 1525. The
Mariciparinaya evidently refers to the eldest son of the
Raya, but gives his name not as Tirumalaraya but as
Sadasiivaraya. Only the Portugese writer, Couto,
mentions that Krenadévaraya had a son by name Sads-
yivaraya, who was aged about thirteen years at the time
of his installation on the throne.® But we cannot

consider this statement as authentic. It is not known
whether Tirumalaraya had the alias Sadasivaraya. At
present, we know only one Sadawivaraya, a nephew of
Acyuta and son of Rangaraya, who was the raya (ruler
of Vijayanagar) in name only from A.D. 1542 to 1576.
Therefore, if the Mgriciparinaya was written by some
one other than Mohanangi after the times of Krena-
devaraya, that one should have unwittingly committed
the error of stating that Sadasivaraya was the son of
Krenaraya. There could have been no possibility for
committing this error, had the work been written during
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the times of Sadasivaraya (A.D. 1542-1576) himself.
Therefore, it follows that the work should have been
composed by some one during the post-Sadasivaraya
times, probably during the period A.D. 1600-1750. In
verse 10 of the work, it is stated (by Mohanangi?) that
(her father) Krsnadévaraya wrote Vispucittiya (i..s
Amuktamglyada) and that in it are to be found the
compositional terseness (allika bigi) of Allasani Peddana,
the melliflucus diction (Muddu Palku) of Mukku
Timmana and the word structure (pada kramamu) of
Panduranzakavi, 1.e,, Tenalti Ramakrsna. These very
phrases which describe the poetical qualities of the
Amuktamglyada, viz., Allasani’s allika bigi, Mukku
Timmana’s muddu Paluku, and Panduren2akavi’s pada
kramamu, are found reproduced in a poem by Kakumani
Mirtikavi, wherein he claims that in his verses all these
poetical qualities are to be found. Kgagkumgni Mirti-
kavi was a poet who lived in the latter half of the 16th
century.®” If we set aside the contention that Murtikavi
might have himself borrowed these phrases from Moha-
nanzi, then, it may be deduced that the Mariciparinaya
was composed some time after the sixteenth century.

Evidence is lacking to fix the time of its composition
more accurately. In further support of this, some histo-
rians do not accept that Tenali Ramakrsna was a poet
who adorned the court of Krsnadcvaraya. If we are
not prepared to accept Mohan: ngi as the author of the
Mariciparinaya, at present, there is no means of know-
ing who really the author of the work was,
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4. If Mohangngi was the aquthor of M ariciparinaya,
when she could have written it ?

In verse 10, referred to above, and also in verse 93,
Mohanangi indicates that her father Krsnadcvaraya
had completed the writing of the Amuktamglyada. By
this it is evident that the Mgriciparinava was written
after the date of composition of the Amuktamglyada. It
is mentioned at the beginning of the fourth canto of the
work, that by the time the composition of three cantos
of the work were completed, KrsnadGvaraya was blessed
with a son. Dr. Nelaturu Venkataramanayya, on the
basis of epigraphical evidence, has established that some
time between Ist December 1517 and 30th October
1518, a son was born to Krsnadevaraya and Tirumala-
devi.'®  Further, in a prose passage of the
Mariciparinaya (No, 17), Krsnadévaraya is addressed
as “Cinnamba manoharudu” or the beloved of Cinniiri-
ba, thus pointing out that Cinnadcvi was alive at the
time of the composition of the Mgriciparinaya. It is
surmised that Cinnadévi had passed away by the time
of the composition of the Amukiamglyada, (1518),'" as
she 1s not mentioned in that work among the queens of
the Raya. Cinnadevi is mentioned among the queens
of the Raya in an inscription of his from Tirumala-

Tirupati, dated S'. 1438 Digta, Pusya, su. 10, S'ukra or
2nd January 1517;'2 and her name is missing from
among the queens of the Raya, mentioned in an
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epigraph of Kondamarasayya, a minister of the Raya,
at Cholasamudram (Anantapur District), and dated
S, 1439, Iswvara, Margasira, ba. 2 or 1lst December
1517.'2 Hence, it is surmised that Cinnadevi should
have passed away some time between 2nd January 1517
and 1st December 1517. Therefore on the basis of the
evidence of the two events, viz., the possible date of the
death of Cinnadevi and the possible date of the birth
of a son to Krsnaraya, we may say that Mohanangi
commenced her work some time between 2-1-1517 and
1-12-1517 when Cinnadcvi was still alive, and completed
three cantos of it by the time a son was born to the
Raya, some time between 1-12-1517 and 30-10-1518.

5. The Amuktamglyada — the Date of its composition.

On the basis of the above argument, it should be
clear that Krsnadevaraya should have completed the
writing of the Amuktamglyada somewhat earlier than
30-10-1918, may be, even earlier than 1-12-1517, The
date of commencement of the work depends on fixing
the date of Krsnaraya’s dream, to which he refers in
the Amuktamglyada, and in which he was asked by the
god Telunguraya of Srikakulam (Krishna District) to
compose the work in the Telugu language and dedicate
it to Lord Venkatésvara. Different scholars have

variously fixed this date, as follows :
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Kandukuri Viresalingam A. D. 15151¢

K. V. Lakshmana Rao [1-2-15191°
’f K. Iswara Dutt 27-1-15191¢

0. Ramachandraiah 3-11-151917

Chaganti Seshaiah January 15161°%

On the basis of the evidence furnished by the
Mariciparinaya, the date arrived at by Chaganti Seshaiah
appears to approximate the truth. For, in verse 93 of
the Mgriciparinaya, Machanangi says that after the
dream and prior to the commencement of the work,

» Krsnadevaraya paid obeisance to the Lord Narasirha
of Simmhachala. This visit of the Raya to Simhachala
should have taken place prior to 1518, by which date,
according to the inference drawn on the basis of the
evidence of the Mgriciparinaya, the Amuktamglyada

- should have been completed. The first and the earljest
inscription of Krsnadévaraya at Simmhachalam, wherein
he i1s mentioned as making certain gifts to the god,
along with his consorts Tirumaladévi and Cinnsd evl, 18
dated §'. 1438, Dhgta, Chaitra, ba. 12 or A. D.
26-3-1516."° The Raya in the Amukta says that with a
view to conquer Kalinga, he sojourned for a few days
at Vijayawada, and during this sojourn took off time to
visit the god at S'rikakulam, and fasted there on an
Ekgdasi day, the night of which the god appeared in

his dream and bade him write the work. From this
3
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passage, it Is clear that before Krsnaraya invaded
Kalifiga, he stayed at Vijayawada for a few days. In
an inscription from Tirumala also, dated S'. 1438,
Dhata, Pusya, su.10, (2-1-1517) Krsnaraya says that with
a view to conquer Kalinga, he was at Vijayawada for
some time.2° It is reasonable to surmise that both these
references refer to one and the same stay of Krsnaraya at
Vijayawada during his conquest of Kalinga, and which
was the occasion for him to pay a visit to the god of S'ri-
kakulam. Therefore, according to the Mgriciparinaya,
Krsnaraya’s visit to S'rikakulam should have taken
place a few months earlier than his visit to Simha-
chalam on 26-3-1516; but as the Mgriciparinaya says
that he commenced the writing of the Amuktamglyada only
after his visit to Sirnhacalam, he should have commenced
it, on an auspicious day, within a short time after

26-3-1516. The Mariciparinaya points out that he
should have completed the composition of the work by
the time the composition of three cantos of the Marici-
parinaya was completed by Mohanangi, and when a son
was born to him, and probably when Cinnadéevi did not,
as yet, breath her last (vacana 17 ; verses 10, 93 and
Canto IV, 1-4). Itis pointed above that Cinnadévi
should have breathed her last some time between 2-1-1517
and 1-12-1517 and that the Raya should
have begat a son some time between 1-12-1517
and 30-10-1518.2" Therefore, we may conclude
that the Raya should have begun the composition

.
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of the Amuktamglyada a little time after 26-3-1516,
when he visited the god of Simhacala, and completed it
some time before 1-12-1517 or 30-10-1518, according
as we think that he completed it during the time when
his queen Cinnadévi was still alive or continued its
writing for some time after her death also. Within
months after the completion of the work, as an expres-
sion of his gratitude, he visited the god Telunguraya at
Stikakulam on Bahudhinya, Philguna, ba 10, S'ukravgra
Y. 1440 (27-1-1519) and donated some villages for the
service of the deity; 22 and some six months after this
visit, on Pramgdi, S'rgvana. su. 13, Somavira. S. 1441
(8-8-1519), he visited the god at Sirmhadri, and expressed
his gratitude by donating a few villages for the mainte-
nance of a service in his name.23

6. The Dates of Composition of the works, the Pgrijgla.
paharana, the Manucaritra and the Panduranga
M&k&f?ﬂy iy

On the evidence of the Mgriciparinaya, (verse 10
and Canto 1V, 1-4), we have to surmise that the com-
position of the works, ‘the Pgrijatapaharana, the Manu-
caritra and the Pgnduranga- Mzhatmya was completed
some time earlier than 30-10-1518, by which date the
Raya begat a son, or even earlier than 1-12-1517, by
which date Cinnadévi is taken to have breathed her last.
In the description of the Raya’s eastern conquests in



XX

Mariciparinayamu

the Manucaritra, it is mentioned that he burnt Cuttack
(Katakapuri gglce) and made the Gajapati flee out of
fear (Gajaraju galagi parava)24 1If we accept the date
of the composition of the Manucaritra as given above,
then, the Raya’s invasion on Cuttack should have taken
place some time earlier than 1-12-1517. Some scholars
credit the Raya with a second invasion of th¢ Kalinga
Country, in A.D. 1518, i.e., subsequent to his erection
of a victory pillar at Pottuaru in A.D. 1516, and assign
the invasion and the burning of Cuttack, the Gajapati
capital, to this second invasion and these scholars opine
that the Stikakulam epigraph dated 27-1-1519 and the

(second) Simhacalam epigraph dated 8-8-1519, referred
to above (under Section 5), were erected by the Raya
during this second invasion of the Kalinga country,25
But the evidence of the Mgriciparinaya, which places
- the composition of Manucaritra at a date earlier than
1-12-1517, does not admit this second invasion of the
Kalinga country by the Raya. In support of this we
may refer to an epigraph of an officer
of the Raya, Laksmikantarasu, son of Tipparasu,
dated S. 1438, Dhata, Phglgupa, ba. 5,
Budhavgra (12-3-1517), from Kommiuru (Bapatla Taluk,
Guntur District), which incidentally mentions that
Krsnadevaraya accomplished his conquest of Kalinga

country as far north as Kataka (Cuttack) (Katakam méra-

ganu). 2% 1In this connection, it is significant to observe
that 1n the Simhacalam epigraph of the Raya dated
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8-8-1519,27 the Raya refers to the villages which he
donated to the god as ‘those received from Pratgparudra
Maharaya’ (Pratgparudra Mahgrgyala vadda puccukonng
gramglu) and not as those that were conquered from
him.

If, as referred to in the Kommiru epigraph, the
Raya accomplished the conquest of Cuttack by 12-3-
1517, then the date of commencement of the Manucaritra,
in which the conquest of Cuttack is mentioned, should be
placed earlier than 12-3-1517; and as the work mentions
Cinnadcvi among the queens of the Raya, it should
have been completed earlier than 1-12-1517, by which
time she is taken to have breathed her last.

7. The Contemporaneity of Krsnadévargya and 7Tendli

Rgmakysna.

As Mobanangi says in verse 10 that in the Amukita-
mglyada 1s to be found the melliflous diction (Muddu
Palku) of Mukku Timmana and the word structure
(pada kramamu) of Panduranga kavi, we have to think
that Timmana’s Parijitgpaharana and Ramakrsna’s
(Pandurangakavi) Panduranga-Mahpatmya had been
already completed by the time of the completion of the
Amukta by the Raya. Scholars have discussed at great
length regarding the date of Ramakrsna, whether he

was a contemporary of Krsnaraya, and if so whether he
4
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was one of the cardinal poets (asta diggajas) who
adorned the Raya’s court.?® The majority of these
scholars have opined that Ramakrsna was a contempo-
rary of Krsnaraya and was one of the eight cardinal
poets of his court.2® But most of these scholars make
the poet a late contemporary of the emperor.®>® But
according to Mohanangi’s version, he should have been
a close contemporary of the emperor; otherwise it
would not have been possible for him to complete the
Panduranga-Mahatmya, even before the completion of
the Amukta, ie., by A.D.1518. If we are to accept
that Mohanangi, the daughter of Krsnaraya, was the
author of the Mariciparinaya, it becomes incontreverti-
ble that Ramakrsna was a near contemporary of Krsna-
raya.®! Even if she was not the author, we have to
consider this as an opinion held by people at least some
two hundred years ago.

8. Did the second (Saluva) and the third (Tuluva)
dynasties have a common ancestor? Were the Tuluvas

a collateral branch of the Saluvas ?

Verses 40 to 64 of the Mariciparinaya furnish us
with the genealogy of Krsnadévaraya.®2 This genealogy
makes Turvasa, descended from the Moon, the mytho-
logical ancestor, and Saluva Mangu the historical
ancestor, of both the Saluva and the Tuluva dynasties.

—

P
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The Manucaritra says that it were Turvasus who became
Tuluvas.®3® In the Parijatapaharana, Krenadévaraya is
said to be of the Turvasa lineage itself.>4 The Marici-
parinaya says that in the Turvasa lineage were born
many kings, and that the Tuluvas were one among them;
and that of these Manga Mahipati acquired the title
Saluva or a ‘hawk’, being aggressive like a hawk against
enemy flocks; and since then his descendants came to
be designated as of the Saluva stock. The Maricipari-
naya makes Narasanayaka, father of Krsnadévaraya, a
grandson of the elder brother of Sgluva Narasimha, the
first among the Sailuvas to occupy the Diamond throne
of Vijayanagar. In other words, Krsnadévaraya and
his brother Vira Narasirhha were the great grandsons of

Timma, an elder brother of Siluva Narasimha. Accord-
ing to this genealogy, mythologically the Szluvas were
to be reckoned as descended from the Tuluvas, and
historically the Tuluvas were to be considered as a
collateral branch of the Saluvas. If we accept this
version of the Mariciparinaya regarding the genealogy of
Krsnadevaraya, then as there is clear evidence that the
Saluvas were of the lunar dynasty, the Tuluvas, who
were a collateral branch of the Saluvas should also be
of the same dynasty. But the contemporary Vijaya-
nagar epigraphs and literature do not point to any
connection between the Siluvas and the Tuluvas. The
Mariciparinaya mentions that the Jaiminibparata of
Pillalamarri Pinavirabhadra was dedicated to Saluva
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Narasimha, and that Nandi Mallaya and the ‘“Malaya-
maruta Kavi' (i e,, Ghanta Singaya) dedicated their work,
the Varahapurana to Narasanayaka, father of Krsna-
devaraya (verses 50, 62). The Jaiminibharata, which
gives us a genealogy of the Saluvas upto Saluva Nara-
simha, does not refer at all to the Tuluvas.®*> The
Varahapurana gives the the genealogy of the Tuluvas
upto Narasanayaka, and the genealogy of the Saluvas
upto Saluva Narasimha, the lord of Narasanayaka ; but
it does not postulate any connection between the
Saluvas and the Tuluvas.®® Besides, it clearly says that
Saluva Narasimha was of the lunar lineage, and refers
to Isvara, the father of Narasa and a general under
Saluva Narasimha as a mere nayaka or chief and does
not mention that Narasanayaka was of the Ksatriya
lineage, either lunar or solar. The silence of the
Varahapurana regarding the lineage of Narasanayaka,
makes us suspect whether the ancestors (the father and
grand-father) of Krsnadévaraya, who were said to be
Tuluvas were really descended of blue-blooded Ksatriya
lineage. It is to be remembered here that the Varaha-
purana does not even mention Narasanayaka and his
father Isrvaranayaka to be Tuluvas. For the first time, itis
in the inscriptions of Viranarasimha, brother of Krsna-
raya, a claim is made of Tuluvas as of the lineage of
Turvasa.7 That is, the earliest attempt to fabricate a
mythological ancestry for the Tuluvas, and thus make a
claim that they were of the lunar dynasty was made
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during the time Viranarasirhha only. It should be
remembered here that Viranarasimha was the first of
the Tuluvas to occupy the throne of Vijayanagar. The
court poets of Krsnaraya, like Peddana and Timmana,
unhesitatingly declare that Krsnaraya was of the lunar
lineage. Probably because Mohanangi knows that this
mythological origin of the Tuluvas was a fabricaticn, as
a satirical aside, she questions whether the word Twluva

was really derived from the word 7Turvasa, or whether
the Tuluvas were really called so by the wives of their
enemies, as they proved to be tuluvas (plunderers) for
them, thus punning on the word fuluva, (verse 45).

For lack of evidence in the contemporary Vijaya-
nagar sources, historians of the present day do not
accept the version of the Mariciparinaya regarding the
connection of the Saluvas and the Tuluvas. But the
version of the Mariciparinaya cannot be completely
brushed aside as lacking in corroborative evidence. For,
the famous historian K. V. Lakshmana Rao, in his

Mahammadiya-Mahayug amu, published in 1908, writes :
““The Tuluvas were a collateral branch of the Saluvas.
Gundaraja was the father of Saluva Narasimha. He had
two sons, Timmaraja and his brother Narasimmha. To
Timmaraja was born Isvararaja, and to lgvararaja was
born Narasanayaka. Thus Narasanayaka was the
grandson of the brother of Saluva Narasiimha.” ;= and

also, “On his death bed, Saluva Narasiihha sent for
5
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Tuluva Narasaraya. This Narasaraju was the grandson
of the brother of Saluva Narasimnha. He was the son
of Isyvararaja and was his general.”3® Earlier than
K.V, Lakshmana Rao, Sri Kandukuru Viresalingam,
writing i 1896, though he did not specifically mention
that Tuluva Narasanayaka was the brother’s grandson
of Saluva Narasimha, yet states that Narasanayaka,
besides being a general of Saluva Narasimha, was also
his connection.4© But unfortunately, both these scholars,
in their works, have failed to refer to the sources on
which they have drawn this information. The relation-
ship mentioned by Lakshmana Rao between Saluva
Narasimha and Narsanayaka tallies exactly with that

given in the Mgriciparinaya. By any chance, did these
two scholars have access to the Mgriciparinaya, and
based their statements on the information contained in
it? If we reject this surmise, then we have to conclude
that they had some alternative source of information on
which they based their statements. In this connection,
it may be remembered that Krsnadévaraya bore some
Saluva titles,4! It may be asked, why was it that the
poets of the Raya’s court, like Peddana and Timmana,
who should have been aware of this connection between
the Saluvas and the Tuluvas, did not make even a pass-
ing reference to it in their works dedicated to the Raya?
The only answer we can furnish is that they should
have felt it embarassing to state that the ancestors of
emperor Krsnadcvaraya were subordinate officers under

-
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the Saluvas ; and more over they might have felt it out
of place to mention the collateral Saluvas in a genealogy
that describes the immediate and direct ancestors of the
emperor. But, if we are to give any credence to the
statements of Lakshmana Rao and Viresalingam, the
genealogy furnished by the Mariciparinaya connecting
the Saluvas and the Tuluvas cannot be easily brushed
aside as a figment of the imagination of the author of
the Mariciparinaya, whoever it was. Attention may be

drawn to the fact, that the author of the Mgriciparinaya
does not make any reference to the lord—servant rela-
tionship that existed between the Saluvas and the
Tuluvas ; and we may say that the awareness of this
relationship was exactly the cause that made the poets of
Krsnadévaraya’s court not to mention the connection
between the two families, in their works, with an eye
for aucitya or propriety,

9. Was Krsnargya's mother a mistress of Narasa-

nayaka ?

Stories are current in Andhradésa that Nagalamba,
mother of Krsnaraya was a mistress and not the legally
wedded wife of Narasanayaka. Narasanayaka’s inscrip-

tions, or the Varahapurana which was dedicated to him,

are totatally silent regarding the wives of Narasanayaka.
But in the inscriptions of Viranarasimha, in
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the inscriptions and the literature of the
time of Krsnadevaraya, and the  Acyula-
rayabhyudaya,42 Nagalamba is spoken of in no uncer-
tain terms as the legally wedded wife of Narasanayaka.
The Manucaritra also states that Narasgnayaka married
both Tippamba, mother of Viranarasimha, and Nagam-
ba, mother of Krsnadevaraya (verse 63).

10. The Date of Birth of Krsnadévaraya.

The Mariciparinaya states that Krsnadevaraya was
born in §'. 1393, in the cyclic year Viksti, in the month
of Pusya on ba. 12, S'ukravara or on A.D. 17th January
1471 (verse 66).43 We have to give credence to this
date, on the basis of certain indirect evidence in corro-
boration of this date.  viresalingam, in his Andhra
Kavula Caritra, gives a cgtu verse which gives the S'aka
year wrongly as 1387, but tallies exactly with the other
details of the date of birth of Krsnaraya as given in
the Mgriciparinaya, viz.. the cyclic year, the month, the
fortnight, the thithi and the day.44 The Mariciparinaya
correctly gives . 1393 as the equivalent S'aka year of
the cyclic year, Vikrti. Chaganti Seshaiah, m his
Andhra Kavi Tarangini, has rejected this date, given in
the catu, on the basis that the Saka year and the cyclic
year do not tally; and instead of correcting the S'aka
year, he has chosen to corect the cyclic year as Parthiva
and thus reject the validity of this date in fofo. But
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Seshaiah’s contention is no more valid, in the light of
the verse furnished by the Mariciparinaya, which
correctly mentions both the cyclic and the S'aka years.4>
In further support of his argument, he has referred to a
Tamil inscription from Nellore District,46 the relevant
text of which is taken to purport that Krenadevariya
was born in the month of Vaikgsi (Vaisgkha) under the
asterism Jyéstha. 1 got this Tamil inscription carefully
read by a Tamil savant (Sri V. S. Raghavan of the
Dept. of Oriental Studies, V. R. College, Nellore), who
has expressed the opinion that the text of the inseription
refers to Jyéstha as the natal star of the emperor, and
need not necessarily imply that this Jyéstha was of the
month of Vaikgsi or Vaisakha; the text merely says
that a particular service to the god shall be performed

in the month of Vaikisi, on the day on which his (the
; Raya’s) natal star Jyéstha occurs. This reading of

the inscription appears to be correct, for in another
inscription, it is said that Krsnaraya’s ‘natal star was
Jyestha in the month of Msi.47 In this inscription also,
I think, the natal star of the emperor—is—vot, to be
connected with the month. In the M’Em*mmwxm it
is said that Krsnadcvaraya wastam old man by _
time of its composition (1518)/ gLsks 25, 2?)“ 2 Nlthiz als't
states that Krsnadevaraya, “‘pchéu:‘n%} that- he ?L 3
already advanced in years, ( ¢sifing ito resg, in hl}
age and wishing his son to be me"xthg when he)%e

he determined to make him K ,duﬂng, hlssﬁflﬁv% ,
0
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the boy being six vears old........”"48 The coronation
of Krsnadévaraya's son should have taken place 1n
A.D. 1524, as we had arrived at A.D. 1518 as the year
of his birth4° On the evidence of Nuniz and the
inscriptions, Nelaturu Venkataramanayya, had sur-
mised the year of birth of the Raya as A.D. 1474,5° a
date very ncar to that given by the Mdariciparipaya., I
we accept the date of birth of Krsnadévaraya, as given
in the Mdariciparinava, to be 17th January 1471,
then by the time of his coronation (7-8-1509) he should
have-been of forty years; by 1524, when he made his
son the king according to Nuniz, he should have been
of 53 years; and of 54 years or of 59 years at the
time of his death, according as we take his year of death
to be 1525 (according to a c7t# verse which says that
he died in the cyclic year T@rapa, in the month of
Jyéstha on s, 6, Ravivara)®! or to be 1530 (according
to the evidence furnished by some inscriptions )52

7. Viranarasimhargya and Krgnaraya.

Nuniz observes that when Krsnadcvaraya learned
that his son died of poison given him by the son of
Sallvatinica (i.e., Saluva Timmarasu), he summoned
Timmarasu before his presence, and addressed him thus:
““I held thee always as my great friend and now for
these forty years thou hast been governor in this king-
dom, which thou gavest me; yet I am under no obligation

.._—-—-l.‘_
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to thee for that, because in doing so thou didst act
in a way contrary to thy duty. Thou wert bound, since
thy lord the King my brother commanded so, to put
out mine eyes; yet thou didst not carry out his will nor
obey him, but instead thou didst cheat him and the eyes
of a goat were put out, wherefore, since thou didst not
fulfil his command, thou wert a traitor, and thy sons with
thee for whom I have done so much. Now I have learnt
that my son died of poison given to him by thee and
thy sons, and for that ye are all here made prisoners,”=?3

From this passage, which Nuniz puts as the very
words spoken by the Raya himself, we are given to
understand that Viranarasinha wanted to put to death
Krsnaraya, and thus remove him as the next successor
to the throne, and that Timmarasu saved the Raya’s
life. But the Mariciparinaya does not point to any
disputed succession after Viranarasimmha, or to any
differences between Krsnadevaraya and Viranarasimha;
it says that Krsnaraya succeeded to the throne after
Viranarasimmha (Verse 67). The Manucaritra* and the
Pgrijatapaharana®® also state that Krsnadcvaraya
succeeded to the throne after Viranarasiimmha and suggest
no rupture between the brothers,
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12, The capture of Udayagivi — The name of the uncle
of the Gajapati in charge of the Udayagiri fort.

Nuniz says that Krenaraya laid siege to Udayagiri
for a year and half 56 There is a story which says that
when Krenaraya besieged the fort, an uncle of Pratapa-
rudra Gajapati ably defended it, and that even after
eighteen months of siege the Raya could not force its
surrender. Then one day, the Riya took a vow that
he would not take his food on that day, unless he
stamped his feet on the head of the uncle of the Gaja-
pati. The uncle of the Gajapati came to know of the
vow of the Raya, and having become panicky, sent his
crown as a token of his surrender to the Raya. The
Raya stamped the crown of the Gajapati’s uncle and
then attended to his daily routine. This incident is

referred to in a poem of the Amuktamglyada, at the end
of the first canto.57 There is a difference of opinion
regarding the name of this uncle of the Gajapati, who
was at Udayagiri, and who surrendered his crown to
the Raya, Vedam Venkataraya Sastry, in his commen-
tary on the Amukta mentions the name of this uncle of
the Gajapati as Praharcsvara.8 But in the Amukiq
itself, it is mentioned at the end of the third canto, that
Praharcsvara was in chrage of Kondapalli fort, when
the Raya besieged it.>® An inscription from Tirupati
also mentions that the Raya captured Praharssvara at
Kondapalli,*® 1In his Udayagiri inscription, Krsnaraya
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gives the name of the uncle of the Gajapati whom he
captured at Udayagiri as Tirumala Kantaraya.®' Therc-
fore, the name of the uncle of the Gajapati who was in
charge of the Udayagiri fort must be Tirumala Kanta-
raya,®? and not Praharcsvara. But Krsnaraya’s inscrip-
tions nowhere mention the stamping of the crown of
Gajapati’s uncle by the Raya. But verse 75 of the
Mariciparinaya says that Krenaraya compelled the
formidable Praharcsvarapatra at Udayagiri to surrender.
and bathed making Praharcsvara’s gem-studded crown
his foot-stool. If Mohanangi was the real author of
the Mariciparinaya, then we have to give credence to
this story and conclude that the name of the Gajapati’s
uncle, whose crown the Riaya stamped, was Praharcsvara.
Then we have to surmise that Prahargsvara was also
an uncle of the Gajapati, who was at Udayagiri, along
with Tirumala Kantaraya, when the Raya besieged that
fort; and that he must have escaped to Kondapalli
from Udayagiri. This is only a guess, and there is
no other way of explaining this discrepancy. If the
Mariciparinaya was written by some one after the time
of Krsnaraya, then we have to attribute this discrepancy
to the ignorance of the author.

I3. Death of Adilkhan, the ruler of Bijapuy.

One of the introductory verses of the Amukta-

malyada points to the death of Adil Khan at the hands
7
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of Krsnadévaragya.®® It has been agreed by scholars
that this Adil Khan who met his death at the hands of
the Raya was Yusuf Adil Khan (A.D. 1489-1510) and
not his son Ismail Adil Shah (A.D.1510-1534)°4 But
Firishta observes that in the year A.H. 915 (A.D. 1510),
“Having provided for the security of Goa, Yoosoof
Adil Shah returned to Beejapoor, and died in that city
of a dropsy, in the seventy-fifth year of his age, after
having reigned with great prosperity twenty-one
years’’.2 Thus Firishta says that Yusuf Adil Khan
met with a natural death. Venkataramanayya has drawn

our attention to the falsity of Firishta’s statement, and
has conclusively proved that in the Raya’s fight with the
Bahmani Sultan, Yusuf Adil Khan met with his death
on the battle field at the hands of the Rzya in A. D.
1510, at Koilkonda.*® The Mariciparinava refers to the
battles of the Raya with the rulers of Bijapur and
Golconda (verses 82, 84), and says that the ruler of
Bijapur, Adil Khan, was sent by the Raya to the abode
of the celestial nymph, Rambha, (verse 83). As the
Mgriciparinaya 1s taken to have been composed by A.D.
1518, we have to infer that the ruler of Bijapur, Adil

Khan, mentioned in it could be none else than Yosuf
Adil Khan (A.D. 1489-1510).
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I4. Certain Incongruilies.

In the Mariciparinaya we come across certain
historical incongruities, which make us doubt its author-
ship by Mohanangi, and also its authenticity as a histori-
cal source. In verse 76, it is said that when Krsnadeévaraya
called on Virabhadra to give him battle, Virabhadra,
who was residing at Kanakagiri, for fear of life, ran
away from there to the Vindhya forests, along with his
wife and children. But the inscriptions of Krenaraya,®?
and the Pgrijgtapaharana®® and the Amuktamilyada®®
mention that the Raya captured alive Virabhadra, in his
siege of Kondavidu. This is corroborated by Nuniz
also.’° But the statement of the Mariciparinaya 18 at
variance from this information. For Kanakagiri was a
fort in Telangana under Muslim authority, and was
mentioned by Manucaritra in the list of places captured
by the Raya during his eastern campaign.”7! Virabhadra
was a son of Prataparudra Gajapati. He was ruling
over the Telugu country to the south of river Krsna as
his father’s viceroy, with Kondavidu as his capital. He
never ruled from Kanakagiri. Kankagiri cannot be the
Sanskrt equivalent of Kondavidu. It would never have
been possible for Virabhadra to flee to the Vindhya
forests either from Kondavidu or from Kanakagiri.
Nuniz informs that it was Pratgparudra Gajapati who
did not give battle to Krsnadsvaraya, even when he
was called upon to give battle.’2 In continuation of
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verse 76, in verse 77, the Mariciparinaya states that
virabhadra who hid himself in the caves of the Vindhyas,
subsequently, presented gems and the gem of a daughter
to Krsnadévaraya, and that the forest chieftains of the
Vindhyas compared him to the Jambavanta of yore
who gave the gem (S'yamantaka) and his daughter in
marriage to Lord Krsna. But the Amukia?® and the
Rayavacaka 7% say that it was Prataparudra Gajapati
who ran away to the Vindhya forests, and subsequently
made peace with Krsnaraya by giving his daughter in
marriage to him. Nuniz also refers to the discomfiture
of the Gajapati and the marriage of Gajapati’s daughter
to Krsnadévaraya.’” Therefore, in the aforesaid verses
of the Mariciparinaya, if Virabhadra is amended as
Virarudra, then their contents would fit in with the
historical truths of which we are aware of. Then we
have to accept Virabhadra as a scribal error for Vira-
rudra. Further in verse 81 itis clearly said that Pratapa-
rudra who met defeat at the hands of Krsnaraya, made
peace with the latter by giving his daughter, Laksmi, in
marriage to him. But verse 90 stands in the way of our
ameﬁding Virabhadra as Virarudra. For this verse says
that Krsnaraya married the daughter of Virabhadra,
who as a king of the Telugus bore the title Narapati,
and also married the daughter of Prataparudra, who as
an Oriyan king bore the title Gajapati, and did not wed
the daughter of the Muslim king who bore the title
Aswvapali, and thus discriminated against the last,
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According to this verse we are to understand that
Krsnaraya married the daughters of Prataparudra and
his son Virabhadra; that is, the Raya married the
daughter of Prataparudra, and also the daughter of her
brother Virabhadra. Though such an alliance may be
taken to go against the prevailing custom, it cannot be
ruled olit as an impossibility as it is in no way illicit. It
is known that Virabhadra ruled over the coastal Telugu
country to the south of the Krsna, with Kondavidu as
his capital. [Itis also true that the Telugu monarchs
bore the title Narapati.’* But Virabhadra, as can be
scen from his inscriptions, never assumed the title,
Narapati.77  We are not aware of any ruler, except the
son of Prataparudra, who ruled over the Telugu country
and bore the name Virabhadra. The Araviti rulers were
referred to as of the Narapati dynasty ; but the Nara-
pativijaya’ and the Balabhigavata’™ which speak at
length of the rulers of this dynasty do not mention a
ruler called Virabhadra in the list of rulers furnished by
them. The Rayavacaka refers to Narapati as the title
of Vijayanagar rulers themselves.®°® These irreconcilable
facts which find mention in verses 76, 77, 81 and 90 of
the Mgriciparinaya have to be attributed to the igno-
rance of the historical facts by its author, and in the
present stage of our knowledge we cannot give any
credence to these statements of the author of the work.
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I5. The Queens of Krsnadévargya.

In the Parijatgpaharana Krsnaraya 1s addressed
as Tirumal adivi-vallabha (Lord of Tirumaladevi) and as
Cinnamadevi-jivitgniyaka (the lord of the life of Cinna-
madévi)®! The Manucaritra mentions Tirumaladavi
and Cinnadevi as the consorts of Krsnaraya®2 But
in the Amuktamglyada, the name of Cinnadevi is con-
spicuous by its absence,®® and it 1s suggested that the

Amukta omits the name of Cinnadcvi among the wives
of the Raya, because by the date of its completion, she
would have passed away. Above, we have referred to
the possibility of Cinnadcvi having breathed her last
some time between 2-1-1517 and 1-12-1517.84 The
Mgriciparinaya should have been begun by Mohanangi
(if we presume her to be the author) sometime before
1-12-1517, for in a prose passage (No. 17), Krsnaraya
is described as Cinngmba-mancharupndu and Tirumgla-
divi-hrdayapriyundu, thus pointing out that Cinnadévi
was alive at the time of the composition of the introduc-
tory verses of the Mariciparinaya, Butin the Maricipari-
naya itself (verses 10, 93), it is said that by the time of
its composition, the Amukta was already completed. But
in the Amukta, as mentioned above, the name of Cinna-
dévi is missing from among the consorts of Krsnaraya.
- If we are to resolve this contradiction, we are to presume
that the introductory verses of the Amukta in praise of
Krsnadevaraya, most of which are reproduced from

— .
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the Manucaritra, should have been incorporated in it
after the death of Cinnadevi, some time between 2-1-1517
and 1-12-1517. This presumption appears very likely,
for when Krsnadevaraya decided to include in the
preface of his work those verses from the preface of the
Manucaritra that were in praise of him, he made the
necessary corrections in the verse of the Manucaritra,
which refers to his consorts as Tirumaladcvi and
Cinnadcvi, by deleting the name of Cinnadévi and
substituting it with the names of Annapurna and
Kamalabjamukhi. For a clear understanding, we may
quote these verses in full. The verse in the Manucartira

runs .

a vibhun = anantaramba dha
ravalayamu dalce Krsnarayadu Cinna
deviyu subhamati Tirumal

diviyunum danaku garcu dévéruluggn, 85

nwala yamu bignitiou
ldéviyunun - Annapy
déviyu (K)Gamalib jcz _, _.

Paes observes that Krcna : .
lawful wives, of whom there are t \

One Of thcse prmmpal WlVeS IS the Jaueitier
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king of Orya, and others daughters of a king his vassal
who is king of Serimgapatao; another wife is a
courtezan whom in his youth he had for mistress before
he became king, and she made him promise that if he
came to be king he would take her to wife, and thus
It came to pass that this courtezan became his wife”’.87
Nuniz observes: “Now this king Crisnarao,
when he was young and growing up in
this city of Bisnaga, had an intrigue with
a courtezan for whom he had much affection, and who
was called Chinadevidy, and for the great love he bore
her he promised many times that if ever if he became
king he would marry her; and though he said this in
jest, it afterwards became true, so the history records.
For when raised to the throne and taken away from the
things he had done when a young man, he still did not

forget the affection he felt for this woman, but used
secretly to leave his palace and go to her house. And
this was discovered one night by his minister Sallva-
tinica, who watched him until he had got into the
woman's house, and he rebuked him much for it and
brought him back to the palace. Then the King told
him how well he loved her, and that he had promised
to marry this woman and was determined to do so in
any case ; and the minister, seeing how he was bent on
it, gave way to his wish, saying that he would
accomplish it in such a way that his Highness would
not be blamed for it. In order to do this he sought for

4
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him a very beautiful woman of the family of the kings
of Narsymga, and after he had married him to her, at
the end of the wedding ceremonies, he put this woman

and the other in a house, to which he had added a
tower very lofty and large, and in which he lodged her.

Afterwards the king married many other wives........; and
this king Crisnarao married four, and yet he loved this one

better than any of the others.”¢®8 The Mariciparinaya
_ gives the names of Krenaraya’s queens as Tirumalamba,
Cinnamba, Laksmi and Annapurnamba.®® Verse 8l
clearly says that Laksmi was the daughter of Pratapa-
rudra Gajapati. Some scholars have identified the
daughter of Pratiparudra Gajapati with Annapiurna, but
the Mariciparinaya clearly says that her name is Laksmi.

A Kadita, called Vijayanagara Sgmriajyavy or Krsna-
raya alida vivaravu, written in S'. 1526 on the orders

of Venkatapatidevraya II (A.D. 1586-1614) also
mentions the name of the daughter of the Gajapati as

“Laksmidévamma” or Laksmi.®® In the Colasamudra
epigraph of Kondamarasayya, dated 1-12=1517, also,

it is said that Kresnaraya ruled with Tirumalambika and
Laksmi as his consorts (krumyugfims*'ﬂ pravartaka S'ri
Tirumalambikid Laksmi Samgpéta S'rikarnataka Stnhi-
sanaradha S'rikesnaraiyamahzray ara samrajyadalli )® All

this evidence clearly points out that the name of the
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daughter of the Gajapati was Laksmi. In one of the
verses of the Amukia also there is a veiled suggestion
that her name was Laksmi.®2 The name of the daughter
of the Gajapati whom the Riya married is given as
Jaganmohini (which appears more as an epithet describ-
ing her beauty than her real name) in the Rayavacaka 93
as Tukkhg in the Kysnargyavijaya®4 as Bhadra on the
basis of a «loka in the commentary on Prabidhachandyi-
daya by Nadendla Gopa,®® as Rucidevi by Taylor,°¢ and
as Vardarajamma in certain stories.®? Of these Tukkha
of Krspariyavijaya may be a misnomer for the Oriyan
Lakkha for Laksmi (like Lakkamgmba in Telugu.)

Verse 92 of the Mariciparinaya says that Krsna-
raya begat Mohanangi on Tirumalamba and Venga-
laihba on Annapurne. Who was this Annapirna? It
1s mentioned that in some Oriyan records, the name of
the daughter of the Gajapati whom Krenaraya married
is given as Annapurna.®® The Amukia also mentions
Annapurna among the wives of the Raya. But the
Mariciparinaya clearly makes a distinction between
Laksmi, the daughter of the Gajapati, and Annapiirna.
But it mentions that the Raya married the daughter of
Virabhadra also, but does not give her name. By any

chance, is Annapurna a daughter of Virabhadra? If
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we accept this, then we can reconcile the Oriyan tradi-
tion that Annapurna was the daughter of the Gajapati
for Virabhadra also was a Gajapati prince. If we
accept this argument, then we may identify the queens
of Krgnaraya mentioned in the Amukia, viz,, Tirumala=
devi, Annapurpadevi and Kamalabjamakhi (Kamala,
with a lotus-like face) respectively with Tirumalainba
(the daughter of the ruler of S'rirangapatna according
to Paes or the beautiful woman of the family of the
kings of Narsymga according to Nuniz), Annapiirna, the
daughter of Virabhadra, and Laksmi, the daughter of
Prataparudra Gajapati. But the description of Vira-
bhadra given in the Mariciparinaya makes it difficult to
accept that Annapiarna was the daughter of Virabhadra
Gajapati. Paes mentions that Krsnaraya married more
than one daughter of the ruler of Srirangapatna. If
Annapurna is not the daughter of Virabhadra, then we
may suggest that she, like Tirumalamba, was anotler
daughter of the ruler of S'rirangapatna whom Krsna-
raya married.

B ¢ J ¢ ¥

I have sought to publish these verses of the
Mariciparinaya, which to our knowledge are so far
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extant, in spite of the anachronisms and the incongrous
historical details they contain, because I felt that as a
source book for Vijayanagar history, it is of no less
importance than the Rayaqvicaka and the Kysnaraya-
vijaya.®® Whether written by Mohanangi or some one
else, as a work that is at least two hundred years old,°°
its historical value is something that cannot be easily
rejected. While it certainly raises certain new problems,
at the same time it furnishes us with further evidence of
certain historical facts of Vijayanagar history, discussed
and accepted by scholars. For the facility of the student
of history, I have given as an appendix, verse-wise, the
historical information furnished by the Mariciparinaya.

“Makara Sankranti”
14th January
‘Manasa’

NELLORE-3.

C.V.-. RAMACHANDRA RAO




NOTES

1. Scholars since long have been aware of the existence
of Mohanangi’s Mgriciparinaya. For example, the
following authors in their writings refer to this
work :

Ramachandra Rao, Tekumalla: ‘“Andhra Réaja-
kavulu®, Bharati, 1929, July, p. 30.

Bhusan, V.N.: “Some Women Poets of Ancient
Andhra”, Triveni, 1932, V. ii, p. 153.
Prabhakaramatya Veldanda: Amuktamglyada-
Paryalokanamu (1945), p. 24.

Lakshmikantamma, Utukuru : Andhrakavayitrulu
(1953). See under ‘Mohanangi’.

Narayanacharyulu Puttaparti: Vyasasaurabhamu
(1964), p. 110. Narayanacharyulu writes that
Mohanangi 1s the alias of Tirumalamba, a
daughter of Krsnadévaraya, and that she was an
excellent poetess.

Ramakrishnakavi, Mocherla(Ed.): Kavikarnarasii-
yanamu of Sankusala Nrsimha Kavi (Hyderabad,
1967), Introduction, pp. xvii-xxii, Ramakrishna
Kavi has quoted verses 10, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18
and 93 of the Mgriciparinaya,

:
65
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2. AKT, VII, pp. 235-236; SAS, VII, p. 216.
3. SA4S, VII, pp. 14-15. y & <4

4. Sewell points out that Ramaraya and his brother
Tirumalaraya married the daughters ‘of Krsnade-
varaya. (See FE, p. 169, nn. 1,3; p. 180, pp. 181-
182; p, 367, n. 5). He also mentions that the wife
of Tirmalaraya was a daughter of Cinnadevi (See
Antiquities, I1, p. 248). Hayavadana Rao, probably
following Sewell, writes that Vengalamba was a
daughter of Cinnadevi. (Mysore Gazetteer, Vol,
II, part ITI, p. 1959). For references to Venga-
lamba in the Vasucaritra, see Vasu, I, 62, 63, 64.

5. AKT, VII, p. 53. Regarding Matla Varadaraju,
son-in-law of Krsnaraya, see AR of 1920, part II,
para 49,

6. The Rayavicaka refers to Mukunda Bahubaléndra
Gajapati, who ruled over Orissa in the third
quarter of the sixteenth century. It also refers to
Bhagyanagar (modern Hyderabad, capital of
Andhra Pradesh) which was built by Muhammad-
Quli Qutb Shah (1580-1611). The building of the
city was completed about A. D. 1592 (See Sher-
wani, Muhammad-Quls Qutb Shah, 1967, p- 14).
Therefore the date of composition of the Raya-
vicaka may be placed at the beginning of the
seventeenth century.
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a poetical rendering of the Rayavgcaka, which is
in prose. It was composed by Kumara Dhurjati

during the reign of Venkatapatidevaraya IlI
(A.D. 1630-1642).
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In an inscription from Coglasamudram, dated
S'. 1439, Isvara, Mgrgasira, ba.3 (Ist December,
1517), we find Rayasam Kondamarasayya, a
minister of the Raya, making gifts to the goddess
Chaudesvari wishing for an increase in the progeny
Of the Raya (Km?garﬁ.ya mahgray ﬂrfge santgngbht
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uruddhi yaga beke), (SI. IX. ii. No. 507). Here,
by implication, progeny (santgna) refers to male
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dated S'. 1439, Bahudhanya, Kartika, ba (?). 12
(30 October, 1518), we find Krsnaraya’s chief
queen Tirumaladévamma making a gift of land for
the merit of Tirumaladevamaharaya. (SII. IX. ii.
510.) Subsequent inscriptions mention Tirumala-
déva maharaya, as the son of Krenadcvaraya (see
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it is inferred that Krsnaraya and Tirumaladevi
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1-12-1517 and 30-10-1518. See Bparati, 1953,
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1517), LR. 2, p.357; Nandidurgilaya Ins., Bulletin
of the M.O.M.L., 11, pp. 44-54.

For the views of different scholars regarding the
date of Ramakrsnakavi and his contemporainety
with Krsnaraya, see Venkataramanayya, Op. Cii,
pp. 94-156, 290-297. Venkataramanayya places
the composition of the Pgnduranga-mghalmya
towards the end of Krsnaraya’s reign, or a little
while after. (Ibid, p. 123). No other scholar has
placed it earlier than the date given by Venkata-
ramanayya. Venkataramanayya himself, at another
place in the same work, says that the composition
of the Panduranga-mahatmya should be placed
after A.D. 1570 (Ibid, p. 102).

Kavali (Cavelly) Venkata Ramaswami in his
Dekkan Poets (1829) writes as follows regarding
the date of birth of Tenali Ramalinga : “He was
born in the village of Tennala in A. D. 1884 and
was of the family of Iswer Pragada; his horiscope
exhibits him as born under a very propitious star”’,
(p. 53). The Mariciparinaya gives the date of
birth of Krsnaraya as 17-1-1471. (see above preface,
under Section 10). According to these dates, Rama-
linga is elder to Krsnaraya by about 10 years. Rama-
linga should have been between 50 and 55 years
when he composed the Panduranga-mapatmya,

See Appendix : Gist of Historical Information,
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33, Manu, 1, 21, 22,

34, Ppari, 1, 8. In1, 11, Timmana says that Krsnaraya
» was of the Yadu lineage. This Yadu was a brother
of Turvasa.

35, Jaiminibharata, 1, 26-51; Sources, pp. 29-30.
36. Sources, pp. 88-90.

37. See Venkataramanayya in Bharati, 1949, April,
pp. 158, 161; EC. X. Gori, 77.

38. Lakshmana Rao, K. V., Mahammadiya Maha-
yugamu, p. 397.

39. Ibid, p. 389.

40. AKC-See under ‘“Nandi Mallaya and Ghanta
Singaya”.

41. See AR of 1919, Part II, para 42; also EC. V. Hn.
19 ; HISI, p. 241.

42, Sources, pp. 108-109.

43. Sri N.S. Krsna Murti has looked up in Swami-
kannu Pillai’s Ephemeris and informed me of this

equivalent date in the Christian era.

2 44. For this catu, Verse, reproduced, see AK7T, VII,
' p. 16.

45. The court astrologer of the Bobbili Zamindari, Sri
Kotikalapudi Yajneswara Narasimha Sarma had
worked out the equivalent date, in the Christian
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era, of the astronomical details given in the catu,

as 18-1-1471. He informs that on that day

Dvgdasi remains upto 10 ghatikas, and the star

Parvgsadha upto 60 ghatikas, from sunrise. The
same scholar has suggested that if the date i1s to be
astronomically correct in all respects, the line which
runs sakabdamula tri-vasu-tri-sgmulan in the caiu

given by Viresalingam should be amended as
stakgbdamul an dvi-nava-tri-somulan, See Bharati,

1926, September, pp. 89-91. (But 17-1-1471
appears to be correct, as the natal star of the
Raya is given as Jyéstha.)

NDI, 111, Sulurupeta, 11.
See AR, 1916, Part II, Para 66.
FE, p. 359.

Bhgrati, 1953, May, pp. B99-400. See above
Note 10.

Ivid, 1949, March, p. 285. For other views regard-
ing the date of birth of the Raya, see SA4S, VII,
pp. 72-76 ; Ramachandraiah, O., OP, Cit, p. 43.

This cgte 1s found engraved in a copper-plate
inscription of Aliya Ramaraya, dated §'. 1448
Chaitra, su. 12, Somavgra. See Bharati, 1927,
July; pp. 89-96; also AR. No. 12 of 1946-’47.

For a gist of the inscriptions of Krsnaraya dated
subsequent to A, D. 1525, see Mysore Gazetteer,
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S53.
54.
3.
56.
37.
S8.
9.
60.
61,

62.

63.
64.

Vol. III, Part III, p. 1966f; AR. Nos. 14 of 1915,
15 of 1915, and 512 of 1919; HISI, p. 245; EI,
XIV, 168; NDI 1, p. 362,

Cavelly Venkata Ramaswami in his Dekkan Poets
(1829) observes that Krsnaraya “died in the
fortieth year of his age in the year of Salivahana

1446 (p. 79). But a person cannot be called old
in his fortieth year.

FE, pp. 359-360.
Manu, 1, 33,

Pgri, 1, 16.

FE, p. 316,
Amukta, 1, 89.
Ibid, p. 90.

Ibid, 111, 93,
I'TDI, I, No. 80.
NDI, 111, p. 1387.

For a discussion regarding the actual name of the
uncle of the Gajapati, see Venkataramanayya,
“Krsnadevarayalu”, Bhgrati, 1952, July, p. 34,
n. 3.

Amukta, 1, 42,

See Venkataramanayya, Bigrati, 1949, August,

pp. 189- 190: Laksm aparayavygsavali, pp, 35-41.
11
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Briggs, 11T, pp. 17-18.

Bhgrati, 1949, August, pp. 183-192.
I'TDI, 111, No. 71.

Pari, I, 21.

Amukta, TI, 101.

FE, pp. 318-319. But Nuniz wrongly states that
Virabhadra was captured at Kondapalli. After
being captured by the Raya, Virabhadra appears
to have been in the service of the Raya for some
time. We have three inscriptions of Virabhadra,
with their provenance in the Vijayanagara realm.
(EC, Dg, 107; Ibid, XII, Pg. 62; AR, No, 744 of
1917). All these were endited in S'. 1447, the
cyclic year S'ukla, the month Kartika, during the
bright fortnight. Nuniz states that the proud
prince immolated himself, having felt insulted,
when the Raya asked him to exhibit his dexterity
in fencing, in a duel, with an opponent who was
not of blood royal (FE, pp. 319-320). Paes states
that he languished and died in prison (10id, p 247).
For a discussion of the history of Virabhadra
subsequent to his capture by the Raya, see Venkata-
ramanayya, ‘‘Krsnadevarayalu”, Bharati, 1952,
July, pp. 48-49; Subrahmanyam, R., Op. Cit,,
pp. 48-49,
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71. Manu, 1, 37.

72. FE, p. 319.
» 73, Amukta, VII, 75: 1, 36, 38.

74, Raya, pp. 107, 109.

15. FE, p. 320.

76. In the Kaluvacéru Grant of Anitalli, the Reddi
queen, dated A.D. 1423, is recorded a tradition
that was current even by the Kakatiya times.
Verse 26 of this grant runs thus :

Gajapatiy — Utkalanathah

Pascyatygdhi svarg’ srvapati j

Tabhyam Narapatir —adhikah

Prataparudro vatahs = Trilingés al.
Therefore the rulers over the Telugu country
assumed the title Narapati even by the Kikatiya
times. [t is very likely that the Vijayanagar rulers
inherited the tifle Narapati, as a legacy from the
Kakatiyas. In the verse above Pascygtyadhisvara

refers to the Muslim sultans. See Bharati, 1944,
July, p. 62 fi.

77. NDI, 1, Cp. 21, pp. 183-184. Some of the Gajapati

titles assumed by Virabhadra Gajapati are Parama.
- vaisnava, Paramamahésvara, Paramabhattaraka,
Navakoti Karnata Kalubargésvara, Mahpirgya. It
may be pointed out that he issued the charters.in his
own regnal years, a very rare privilege allowed to

viceroys, even of the blood royal,
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Sources, p. 102f

Ibid, p. 204f ; Bhgrati, 1929, June, p. 845ff.
Raya, pp. 13, 47, 57.

Pari, 11. 105 ; 1V. 1.

Manu, 1, 33.

Amukta, 1. 33.

See above, Preface, under Section 4.

Manu, 1, 33.

Amukta, T, 33.
FE, pp. 247-248.
Ibid, p. 363.

See prose passage 17, verses 90, 91, 81; wvide
Appendix.

M.O.M.L. No. 19-1.59 ; Bharati, 1929, October,

pp. 612-625.
SII IX.ii. No. 507,
Amukta, 1. 38.
Raya, p. 109.
KRV. 1V. 24-25.
Sources p. 145.
Taylor’s Analysts,
Regarding the marriage of Krsnadévaraya with the

Gajapati’s daughter, see Subrahmanyam, R. Op. Cit,
pp. 119-121.

AKT, V1I, p. S2.
See above, Preface, under Section 2.

100, Sce above, Preface, under Section 2,




» APPENDIX

HISTORICAL INFORMATION IN
THE MARICIPARINAYA=— A GIST

Verse .

No. oty

9 Mohanangi says that her teacher was Allasani
Peddana.

10° Mohanangi says that in the Vispucittiya written
by her father Krsnadévaraya are to be found
the compositional terseness (allika bigi) of Alla-
sani Peddana, the melliflous diction (muddu palku)
of Mukku Timmana ard the word structure of
Pandurangakavi i.e., Tenali Ramakrsna.

12) Mohanangi refers to her husband Ramaraya,
13 who is described as one who makes the Khans
14 tremble with fear on the battle field, as the son-

in-law of Krsnaraya, and as one who bears the

rare title of aliya.

15 This verse describes the prowess and the victories
of Krsnaraya. It is said that the ruler of Kuntala

humbly executes the behests of the Raya, that
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the ruler of Kataka raises his forearms and

salutes the Raya, that the ruler of Mathura

speaks sweet words to the Raya, that the ruler of <
Kaitici girds up his loins to perform the duties

entrusted to him by the Raya, and that the
Bahmani sultans tremble at his prowess.

17 = A Prose passage :

Krsnaraya is referred to by the epithets, miru-
rayaraganda, Tirumaladévihrdayapriya, Cinnambg-
manohara, Narasimhadévaraya priyanandana and
Nagamgmba taniija.

18, 20 These verses point to the interest evinced ‘by
& 37 Mohanangi. in solving poetical puzzles.

26 Krsnaraya says to Mohanangi, that though it is
auspicious to beget a female child (daughter) at
first, yet he has a keen desire to see the birth of
a grandson, in whom he can have a successor to
the throne.

36 It is said that Mcohansngi was the daughter of
Tirumaladevi, that her original name was also >
Tirumalamba and that her father Krsnadovaraya
not willing to call his daughter by the name of his
wife, began to call her by the alias and pet

name, Mohanangi.
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37 This verse points to the interest evinced by the
Raya and Mohanangi in the game of chess, to
the Raya’s ability to compose ex tempore§, to the
interest evinced by Mohanangi in solving poetical
puzzles, to the interst evinced by the Raya in
the musical and painting talents of Mohanangi,
and to the shelter given by the Raya to his son-

in-law, Aliya Ramaraya.

38 The verse points to the great interest evinced by
the Riya in the Ramayana, and says that that
was the reason for Mohanangi to choose as the
theme of her poetical work a story that has
some connection with the Ramayana.,

40-64 Traces the ancestry, mythological and historical
of the Raya.

Genealogy of Krsnadévargya—Mythological

R e Chandra - Tara
al -t Budha — 1la
42 r Pururava
Ayu
- Nahusa
43 Yayati
| Turvasa

§ Kavita Pravipya Phamisa - Pari, IV. 1.
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Many rulers of the earth were born in the
Turvasa lineage.

Of these many dynasties, the Tuluva dynasty
became famous. Maohanngi questions, as a
satirical aside, whether the word 7wuwluva was
really derived from Zwurvasa or whether the
rulers of this dynasty were called so because
they proved to be “Tuluvas™ or ‘the evil ones’ to
the wives of their enemies ?

Historical

Among these Tuluvas was born :
SALUV AS
Mangamahipati - He was like a Sal/uva or
hawk to flocks of enemies; hence his
descendants came to be called Saluvas.

Refers to the titles ‘*‘Parapaksi Saluva” and
“Samparaya Sthapanacgrya” of Saluva Marigu,

Saluva Mangu

|
Gauta Raja

Gunda Raja
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GUI}da R::.ju
|
TULUVAS | il
438 Timmaraja Narasimharaja
52 m, Devakidovi - (i.e., Saluva Narasimha)

Isvara Raja
56 m. Bukkamamba
b LNECY
| |
Narasimbaraja Timmaraja
n.
63 Tippamba & Nagamba
| I

Viranarasimha Krsnaraya

50 mentions that Saluva Narasimharaja took dedi-
cation of Jaiminibharata (of Pillalamarri Pina-
virabhadra). A work giving a history of his battles
was like another Mahabhgarata (S@luvabhyudaya?)

54 mentions that Isvara Raja conquered Udayagir
etc.

58, 59 describe the prowess of Narasimba (i.e., Nara
sanayaka) in a poetical vein.

60 refers to the conquest of countries like Kuntala

etc. by Narasimha.
12
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62

66

67

63

74

75

76

17
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says that Narasimmha took dedication of the
Varahapurana written by Nandi Mallaya and
the Malaya Maruta Kavi (i.e., Ghanta Singaya).

gives the date of birth of Krsnaraya as S’ 1393,
Cyclic year Vikyti, Pusgya ba, 12, Sukravara
(A.D. 17th January, 1471).

mentions that Krsnaraya succeeded his brother
to the throne.

in poetical allegory, brings out a comparison
between Krsnaraya and Lord Krsna. I

refers to Krsnaraya’s conquests of Mysore, the
Ganga kings, S'ivasamudra and S’rirangam.

Krsnaraya compelled Praharésvara Patra at
Udayagiri to surrender, and bathed having for
his foot-stool the gem-studded crown of Praha-
resvara.

When Krsnaraya called on Virabhadra Raja to
give him fight, the latter fearing for his life if he
stayed at Kanakagiri took to flight to the
Vindhya forests along with his wife and children.

When Virabhadra who was defeated by Krsna-
raya, hid himself in a cave of the Vindhya

t  saksat pratyaksa Krspgvatgram— SII, IX, i, 507.
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78

79

80

81

82

forests,  and made peace by presenting to the
Raya gemsand a gem of his daughter, the forest
chieftains served him, finding in him a compari-
son to the Jambavanta of yore (who presented

to Lord Krsna the gem S'yamantaka and his
daughter Jambavati).

Krsnaraya in his conquest of the quarters,
conquered Kondavidu, Vijayavatika, Raja-
mahéndravaram and the Orissan armies.

The elephants of Krsnaraya having emptied the
waters of the Krsna and the Godavari, the Raya
again filled these rivers with the waters that
symbolised many gifts (danadharalu).

A pillar of victory came into existence at Pottu-
naru, as if the very Lord of the Serpents

(Adiyesa) had materialised there to declare to
the world the glory of Krsnaraya.

Prataparudra, defeated and humiliated, made
peace with Krsnaraya by giving his daughter,
Laksmi, in marriage to him.

The Sultans who could not even look at the
brilliance of Krsnaraya on the battlefield, while
in flight look at the sun in the sky, and taking
it to be a piece of the Raya’s brilliance, shear it
with their swords, What fools are they !
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84

87

88

89 .

Mariciparinayamu

Who is there on this earth who can give a fight
to Krsnaraya ? The Bijapur ruler, Adil Khan,
having made such an attempt, was sent to the
house of the celestial nymph, Rambha, to the
oreat regret of her celestial paramours.

When the progeny of the great Khans of Bijapur
and Golconda, having met with death by the
sword of Krsnaraya, went to heaven, the cele-
stial nymphs Urvasi, Menaka etc., who became
their mistresses gave up their old attire and took
to the attire of Muslim women-.

The catus on Krsnaraya composed by the poets,
running to several crores, will themselves form
into a magnum opus. In the Raya’s court the
Andhra and the Kannada poets vied with each
other for superiority.

Krsnaraya held court in Bhuvana Vijaya,
surrounded by the astadiggajas, Peddana,
Timmana, Dhiurjati, Madayagari Mallana etc,
and his minister Timmarasu,

The Raya is himself a great poet! The men
who always surround him and receive honours
from him are great poets! What wonder there
is that Vidyanagara (the City of Learning) is the

- c¢apital of Krsnaraya?
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90

51

92

93

Krsnaraya discriminated against the Muslim
( Bahmani? ) Sultan who bore the title Asvapalt,
by rejecting his daughter in marriage, and having
married the daughter of Virabhadra, who as a
Telugu king bore the title Narapati, and the
daughter of Prataparudra who as an Oriyan
king bore the title Gajapati.

The queens, Annapurnadevi and Tirumalad&vi
were to Krsnaraya, as Bhudévi and S'ridéevi
were to Lord Visnu.

To Tirumalamba was born Mohanangi and to
Annaptrna was born Vengalamba.

Protected by Lord Venkateyvara, who got the
dedication of the Amuktamilyada, by Lord S'r1i
Ranganayaka, who was the hero of that work,
by Lord S'tikakula Andhravisnu, who, appearing
in a dream asked him tQ g HatwQrk, by the

AAORIS

Lord of Simmhacala, yHegm¥he~worsipped\before

he undertook thg @{c‘asition fM',_
protected by all tk ﬂe&ti@ﬁigmr \

bore the titles W« ar@&faﬂogaj

A 3l %
raja, Virapratapa, WIgurayeganda, pr
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CANTO 1V

1 Krsnaraya is addressed as one who begat a son <
equal in beauty and grace to Manmatha, and as
one in whose heart resides Tirumalgmba (877
Sumasgara Samarapa vilgsa vibhgsura suputrq
labha prapta, S'risamya Tirumalambavasa hrdaya)

2 — A prose passage

It 1s said that by the time Mghanangi completed
three cantos of the Mariciparinaya, Tirumalamba
conceived, and gave birth to a son, thus a long
cherished desire of hers having fulfilled. As the
boy was conceived by the grace of Lord Sads-
viva, he was called Sadasiva.

3 A benedictory verse wishing long life and prospe-
rity for Sadagiva,

4 = A prose passage

In the birth of a son, Krsnaraya found a long
cherished desire-of his fulfilled and was happy.
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“Biographical Sketches of the Dekkan Poets being
memoirs of the Lives of Several Eminent Bards both
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Ancient and Modern who have flourished in different
provinces of the Indian Peninsula, Compiled from Aut-
hentic Documents. By Cavelly Venkata Ramaswamy
Pundit, Corresponding Member to the Royal Asiatic
Society, Bombay Printed at the Victoria Press by Ram-
chunder Dhondsett.”
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“The materials to compile the present Biographical

Sketches were collected by me while I followed in an

official capacity through different Provinces my master

Colonel Collin Mackenzie C. B. Surveyor General of
India;”” (Preface, p. ix)
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“ This poetess was a princess. and the daughter
of Kristna Roya, she received an excellent education in
her infancy and was well versed in rhetoric and poetry;
while in the blocom of youth she married Ramaroyulu,
after which she still conunued her studies, and employ-
ed much of her time in reading those works, in Talugu
composed by the poets at her fathers court; by constant
appiication she attained to considerablc proficiency, in
the art of versification, and wrote a poem entitled
“Marichi Parinaya™ the subject of which is taken from
Mahabharat; in this poem very elegant description 1is
given, of the Marichi damsels, the work consists of five
books; this Princess had no issues and became unfortu-
nately a widow: in the prime of life (according to
tradition) she was immolated con the funeral pile of her

husband ” (Dekkan Poets, pp 77-78)
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........ : some time after this, the daughter of the
king had composed a poem called, ‘“‘Marichi Parnega’
the nuptials of Marichi; and proposed to read it to
Kristna Deva, before the whole court, but as she was
aware of the satirical character of Ramalinga, she
stipulated with her father that he should not be allowed
to be present; the king consequently forbad Ramalinga
to come into court; on the day however, that the
princess publickly read her poem, Ramalinga disguised
himself as a female attendant, and, concealing his face,

stood close to the king’s daughter, who began reading
with an audible voice ; the poem really was very well

written and contained moral reflection, and beautiful
descriptions of the scenery, and dresses of females, and
various other subjects; among which was the description
of a pregnant woman ; just at this moment Ramalinga
made a waggish remark and gesture, which set the whol€
court in a roar of laughter; this so abashed and con-
founded the princess, that she could read no more, and
abruptly left her father;” (Dekkan Poets, pp. 56-57)
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S'RI .ADEVARAYA'S DAUGHTER.
N\

o MOHANANGI'S
SiARICIPARINAYAMU

3¢

PD Lopics discussed .in the Introduction

+. Daughters of Krsnadcvariya. Did Krenadevariya
have a daughter named Mohanangi?

2. The Authorship of the Miriciparinaya and the date
of its composition. The acquaintance of Telugus
with the Mariciparinaya.

3. If Mohandngi is not the author of the Miricipari-
naya, who could have composed it and when ?
4. If Mohanangi was the author of the Miricipari-
naya, when she could have written it ?
. The Amuktamilyada — the daie of its composition.

6. The Dates of Composition of the works, the

Parijitapaharana, the Manucaritra and the
Panduranga Mahitmya,

7. The Contemporaneity of Krsnadevaraya and
Tenali Ramakrsna.

8. Did the second (Saluva) and the third (Tuluva)
dynasties have a common ancestor? Were the
Tuluvas a collateral branch of the Saluvas ?

9. Was Krsnadsvaraya’s mother a mistress of Narasi-
nayaka ?
10. The Date of Birth of Krsnadcvarsya.
11. Viranarasimharaya and Krsnadcvargya.

12, The capture of Udayagiri —=The name of the un';:le
of the Gajapati in charge of the Udayagiri fort.
13. Death of Adilkhan, the ruler of Bijapur. .

14. Certain Incongruities,
15. The Queens of Krsnadévariya,
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