


T |

7 SodiTe 5:6:5“&:5

B
~D

ob A & o O

v gg@é‘o i) 8podaedl &8 Sroren
355’/__;_@_:;1\&__1‘@0&
"% s
% RN y
& S
S — _,
x
: r
S
F |
0. |
& i'
o Dr. B. R. AMBEDKAR |
s OPEN UNIVERSITY

LIBRARY
HYDERABAD-500 033
g —
)
. i
Troe e Egen JArgo EHen d

$08 P Kose 3055050 GrEges



?éjo - 50850
é&é‘jé* &3 rﬁaééob.»éo

The objections to religion are of two sorts —intelle
ctual and moral. The intellectual isthat ther e isno

reason to suppose any religion true; the moral

objection is that religious precepts date froma time
when men were more cruel than they are, and therefore

tend to perpetuate inhumanities w hich the moral
conscience of the age would otherwise outgiow ......
It is possible that mankind is on the threshold of a
golden age ; but, if so, it will be necessary first to slay

the dragon that guards the door, and this dragon is
religion. —  Berterand Russel
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""The sense of materiality of the outside world is so
powerful in Einstein that it frequently falls into its
opposite. When Einstein speaks of God, he means the
intrinsic relationships and logical simplicity of the lawS

of nature. | would call it a materialistic approach to
God."’
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| can understand your dislike for the term ‘religion’

in relation to the emotional and psycheological attitude so

apparent in Spinoza. But | have no better expression to
denote the conviction of the ratienality of the reality

and its accessibility to the human mind. Without this
conviction science degenrates into soulless empiricism-
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| do not care if the clerics capitalise on this. There IS
no remedy against such capitalisation in any case.
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(The scientist is possessed by the sense of universal cau-
sation. The future to him is every whit as necessary and
cetermined as the past, There is nothing divine about
morality: it is a purely human affair. His religious feeling
takes the form of a rapturous amazement at the harmony
of the natural law. This feeling is the guiding principle
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of his life and work in so far as he succeeds in keeping
himself form the shackles of selfish desire,)
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Whereas you, Galileo, son of the late Vincenzio
Galilei, of Florence, aged 70 years, were denounced in

1615, to this Holy Office, for holding as true a false
doctrine taught by many, namely, that the sunis immovable

in the centre of the world, and that the earth moves, and

also with a diurnal motion: also, for having pupils whom
you instructed in the same opinions; also, for maintain-

ing a correspondence on the same with some German
mathematicians: also for publishing certain letters on the

sunspots, in which you developed the same doctrine
as ture: also for answering the objections which were

pontinually produced from the Holy Scriptures, by gloz
ing the said Scriptures according to your own meaning;

and whereas thereupon was produced the copy of a writ
ing, in form of a letter, professedly written byyou to
a person formerly your pupil, in which, following the

h_ypothesis of Copernicus, you include several proposi-
tions contrary to the true sense and authority of the Holy
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Scriptures; therefore (this Holy Tribunal benig desirous

of providing aginst the disorder and mischief which were
thence proceeding and increasing to the detriment of the

Holy Faith) by the desire of his Holiness and of the Most
Eminent Lords Cardinals of this supreme and universal

Inquisition, the two propositions of the stability of the
sun, and the motion of the earth, were qualified by the
Theological Qualifiers as follows:

1. The proposition that the sun isin the centre of the
woild and immovable from its place is absurd, philo-
sophically false, and formally heretical: because it
is expressly contrary to the Holy Scriptures.

2. The proposition that the earth is not the centre of the
world, nor immovable, but that it moves, and also
with a diurnal action, is also absurd, philosophically

false, and, theologically consicered, at least errone.
ous in faith.

But whereas, being pleased at the time to deal mildly'

with you, it was decreed in the Holy Congregation, held

before his Holiness on the twenty - fifth day of February

1616,that his Eminence the Lord Cardinal Bellarmine sho.
uld enjoin you to give up altogether the said false doctrine!

and if you should refuse, that you should be ordered by
the Commissary of the Holy Office to relinquish it, not

to teach it to others, norto defend it; and in default of
acquiescence, that you should be imprisoned: and where.

as in execution of this decree, on tha following day, at

the Palace, in the piesence of his Eminence the said
Lord Cardinal Bellarmine, after you had been mildly

admonished by the said Lord Cardinal, you were comman=

ded by the Commissaiy of the Holy Office, before a
notary and witnesses, to relinquish altogether the said

false opinion, and; in future, neither to defend nor teach




i
‘

T O = o080 45

itinany manner, neither verbally nor in writing, and upon
your promising obedience you were dismissed.
And, in order that so pernicious a doctrine might be

altogether rooted out, not insinuate itself further to the
heavy detriment of the Catholic truth, a decree emanated

from the Holy Congregation of the Index prohiting the
books which t eat of this doctrine, declaring it false, and
altogether contrary to the Holy and Divine Scripture.
And whereas a book has since appeared published at
Florence last year, the title of which showed that you

were the author, which title is The Dialogue of Galileo
Galilei, on the two principal Systems of the Wo-ld — the

Ptolemaic and Copernican: and whereas the Holy Congre.
gation has heard that, in consequence of printing the

said book, the false opinion of the earth’s motion and
stability of the sun is daily gaining ground, the said book

has been taken into careful consideration, and in it has
been detected a glaring violation of the said order, which

had been intimated to you; inasmuch as in this book you
have defended the said opinion, already, and in your

presence, condemned; although, in the same book, you

labour with many circumlocutions to induce the belief

that it is left undecided and merely probable;: which is
equally a very grave error, since an opinion can in no

way be probable which has been already declared and
finally determined contrary to the Divine Scripture. There
fore, by Our order, you have been cited to this Holy
Office, where, on your examination upon oath, you have
acknowledged ti.e said book as writien and printed by
you. You also confessed that you began to write the
said book ten or twelve years ago, after the order afore.
said had been given. Also, that you had cemanded lice.
nce to publish it, without signifying to those who
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granted you this permission that you had been comman.-
ded not to hold, defend, or teach, the said docirine in

any manner. You also confessed that the reader

might think the arguments adduced on the faise side to
be so worded as more effectually to compel conviction

than to be easily refutable, alieging, in excuse, that you
had thus run into an error, foreign (as you say) to your

intention, from writing in the form of a dialogue, and in

consequence of the naiural complacency which everyone
feels with regard to his own subtieties, and in showing

himself more skilful than the generality of mankind in

contriving, even in favour of false propositions, ingeni-
ous and plausible arguments.

And, upon a convenient time being given you for
making your defence, you produced a certificate in the

handwriting of his Eminence the Lord Cardinal Bellarmine,

procured, as you said, by yourself, that you might

defend yourself against the calumnies of
your enemies, who reported that you had abjured

your opinions, and had been punished by the Holy Office;
in which certificate itis declared that you had not abjured

nor had been punished, but merely that the declaration

made by his Holiness, and promulgated by the Holy
Congregation of the Index, had been announced to you,

which declares that the opinion of the motion of the
earth and stability of the sun is contrary tothe Holy

Scriptures, and, therefore, cannot be held or defended.
Wherefore, since no mention is there made of two arti-

cles of the order, to wit, the order "'not to teach’” and

“in any manner,”” you argued that we ought to believe

that, in the lapse of fourteen or sixteen years, they had
escaped your memory, and that this was also the reason

why you were silent as to the order when you sought
permission to publish your book, and that this is said by
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you, not to excuse your error, but that it may be attribu.
ted to vain-glorious ambition rather than to malice. But
this very certlficate, produced on your behalf, has greatly

aggravated your offence, since it is therein declared that
the said opinion is contrary to the Holy Scriptures, and

yet you have dared to treat of it, and to argue that it is
prabable. Nor is there any extenuation in the licence

grtfully and cunningly extorted by you, since you did not
intimate the command imposed upon you. But whereas it

appeared to Us that you had not disclosed the whole
truth with regard to your intention, We thought it neces.
sary to proceed to the rigorous examination of you, in
which (without any prejudice to what you had confessed,
and which is above detailed against you, with regard to
your said intention) you answered like a good Catholic.

Therefore, having seen and maturely considered the
merits of your cause, with your said confessions, and
excuses, and everything else which ought to be seen and
considered, We have come to the underwritten final
sentence against you:

Invoking, therefore, the most holy name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and of His Most Glorious Virgin Mother,
Mary, We pronounce this Our final sentence, which,

sitting in council and judgment with the Reverend Masters
of Sacred Theology and Doctors of both Laws, Our

Assessors, We put forth in this writing in regard to the
matters and controversies between the Magnificent Carlo
Sincereo, Doctor of both Laws, Fiscal Proctor of the
Holy Office, of the one part, and you, Galileo Galilei,
defendant, tried and confessed as above, of the other
part, We pronounce, judge, and declare, that you, the
said Galileo, by reason of these things which have been
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detailed in the course of this writing, and which, as above,
you have confessed, have rendered yourself vehemently

suspected by this Holy Office of heresy, that is of having
believed and held the doctrine (which is false and cont_

rary to the Holy and Divine Scriptures), that the sun is
the centre of the world, and that it does not move from
east to west, and that the earth does move, and is not the

centre of the world: also, that an opinion can be held
and supported and probable, after it has been declared

and finally decreed contrary to the Holy Scripture, and,
consequently, that you have incurred all the censures and
penalties enjoined and promulgated in the sacred canons

and other general and particular constitutions against de-
linquents of this description. From which it is Our plea-

sure that you be absolved, provided that with a sincere
heart and unfeigned faith, in Our presence, you abjure,
curse, and detest, the said errors and heresies, and every

other error and heresy, contrary to the Catholic and
Apostolic Church of Rome, in the form now shown to you.

But that your grievous and pernicious error and tran-
sgression may not go altogether unpunished, and that
you may be made more cautious in future, and may be a
warning to others to abstain from delinquencies of this
sort, We decree that the book Dailogues of Galileo
Galilei be prohibited by a public edict, and We condemn
you to the formal prison of this Holy Office for a period
determinable at Our pleasure; and by way of salutary
penance, We order you during the next three years (o
recite, once a week, the seven penitential psalms, reserve-

.ng to Ourselves the power of moderating, commuting,

or taking off, the whole or part of the said punishment
Or penance. — 22 nd, June 1633,
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